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USD students mourn loss of many vital Polish leaders
JORI GREGORIO

sSTAFF WRITER

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
A Tupolev-154 aircraft crashed with Poland's president aboard.

Devastation struck Poland,
and the rest of the world, Satur
day when a plane carrying Polish
President Lech Kaczynski crashed
while trying to land at an airport
near Smolensk in Russia. In total
97 lives were lost, including Aleksander Szczyglo, head of the Na
tional Security Office, Jerzy Szmajdzinski, the deputy parliament
speaker and Andrzej Kremer, the
deputy foreign minister. General
Franciszek Gagor, the army chief
of staff, and President Kaczynski's
wife were killed as well.
"This is a phenomenal blow
to the Polish Republic," senior
Ryan Mulvey said. "To have lost
so many leaders, many who have
fought to bring needed reform to
the Polish government since the
days of Solidarnosc, in a single

plane crash is devastating. While
1 initially worried how the sheer
shock of the event might linger,
impeding any quick recovery, the
people of Poland have once again
shown their resilience and social
cohesiveness in standing strong in
a time of crisis. The hearts of all
of us Polish-Americans, as well as
others across Polonia and around
the world go out to the citizens of
Poland"
The United Front Multicultur
al Center said "We are sadden by
the shocking news and we are open
to collaborating with any student
organization and/or student who
would like to address the event."
While the exact cause of the
crash is unknown, Russian safety
officials have been quick to em
phasize that there is no evidence
that Russia is in any way respon
sible for the tragedy. The plane, a
Tupolev-154, had been refurbished

and repaired last December, with a
new engine and other parts replaced
deeming it in good condition for
flight. Alexei Gusev, general direc
tor of Aviakor Factory, the com
pany that repaired the plane, said,
"speaking openly, we believe that
this tragedy could not have been
caused by equipment failure."
The question then becomes, what
caused the tragic accident?
The Polish president's pilot
was trying to land in heavy fog at
the time the crash occurred. "The
air traffic control officer gave sev
eral orders to divert but the plane
continued with its descent," Rus
sian air force official Alexander
Aleshin said. "Unfortunately this
ended in tragedy." Aleshin added
that it is not abnormal for foreign
planes to go against the advice of
the Russian air traffic control and
See POLAND, page 2

Prestigious Alcala Club inducts 8 new freshman members
CHRISTINA SEARS

STAFF WRITER

They are the students seen
on campus in blue blazers and
scarves. The members of the
Alcala Club recently chose eight
freshmen to join their ranks. The
highly selective organization
recently welcomed four men
and four women that indicated a
hunger for professional and lead
ership experiences.
Formed in 1989, the orga
nization has consisted of up to
roughly 30 members with eight
representatives in each grade.
Primarily identified as a service
organization, the members act as
representatives of the university.

Working with the president, Dr.
Mary Lyons, they are liasons be
tween the students of the univer
sity and the guests that visit.
They have attended dinners
with visitors, the Founders Gala
and the Student Life Pavilion
Dedication. Their duties are to
greet the guests and primarily act
as representatives of the students
at the university.
"At these events they are
encouraged to share their suc
cess, passion and involvement at
USD," advisor DeeDee Wittman
said. "I constantly get phone calls
from guests who tell me what an
incredible impression these stu
dents have made upon their visit
to campus."

Newly initiated member
Kirk Leopoldo agreed. "Going
to parties and events with VIPs
and CEOs of companies provides
such an excellent opportunity to
network," Leopoldo said. "I think
the Alcala Club can open many
doors like that for me and I'm
so excited to see what the future
holds." The chance to learn from
experienced individuals in the
fields of which members hope to
be a part someday has proven to
be a huge benefit.
The process of getting into
the Alcala Club can begin the first
semester of freshman year, as the
students must have a minimum of
a 3.0 GPA to be eligible. Three
informationals are provided,

in addition to letters sent home
to students who are found to be
qualified to apply. Over 200 ap
plicants come through, and they
are narrowed down to 30 by the
selection committee before they
proceed to the final interviews.
"We put them in various
scenarios to pick out the leaders
and to see how they handle the
situations," Vice President of
Selection Joseph Bailey-Bilbray
said. "We're not just looking for
intelligence, but those who are not
afraid to talk and are engaged."
The selection committee consists
of Bailey-Bilbray, the president of
the Alcala Club and a representa
tive from each class.
The benefits of joining the

club have been said to go beyond
the advantages of networking.
"My favorite part is the profes
sional friendships that you make
and keep," Bailey-Bilbray said.
Alcala Club members are
known to be highly involved in
various organizations and clubs
on campus including holding
presidency positions in sororities
and fraternities.
The Alcala Club has strived
to motivate members to apply
themselves in other areas of the
university as well, including their
studies and clubs. "My favorite
part is watching these students
mature and develop into excep
tionally motivated and ambitious
young adults," Wittman said.

Thinking twice about Facebook scholarship offers
KIMBERLY CASTANEDA

STAFF WRITFR

Scholarships with a single
click? Think again. As the days
of blogging continue to thrive,
new features have been added to
enhance the experience of social
networking - for better or for
worse. Companies like Facebook
have derived new ways to keep
users drawn to their computer
screens by filtering
advertise
ments to target the user. Some of
the most recent advertisements
target college students. These ads
appear to be promising scholar
ship opportunities.
For most college students,
the idea of a $10,000 scholarship
is rather appealing, particularly
at USD, where tuition is always
on the rise. "Essentially these are
drawings, not true scholarships,
not according to my personal def
inition anyway," StraightForward
Media CEO Josh Barsch said.
So what is the problem with
free money? The websites that
"award" the scholarship money
typically have a small box that
you must check before submit

ting your information, which
allows the website to share your
personal information by selling
it to other companies. For social
networking companies, the longer
we stay online, the more we click
around, and the greater the profit.
Some argue that these companies
are taking advantage of the naive
users, especially when entering
personal information into scholar
ship websites with the possibility
of sharing important information.
The truth is that many of the
appealing scholarship opportuni
ties that appear on social net
working sites such as Facebook
are merely companies that appear
as credible as the weightloss sup
plements and diets that appear.
These companies have no direct
relationship with the social net
working company itself, except
for means of profit and advertise
ment.
Since the addition of the
"Like" button, Facebook users
have the ability to share their
support for certain advertise
ments. This not only filters future
See FACEBOOK, page 3
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Word of the Week:

"Cooking"
What is it about those
white aprons in the SLP that
make me want to bust this joint
and enroll in culinary school?
It doesn't help that my
mom is an everyday gourmet.
From the moment I could stir
we'd take our culinary vaca
tions in the kitchen, pretend
ing to be the hosts of foreign
cooking shows. Some families
travel the world; mine creates
exotic food while pretending to
act and speak like the "locals."
That's right, if you butter a
baguette in the Slagill kitchen
you've 'got to say something
French. And if you pull out
a Paula Deen cookbook, get
ready with your southern
drawl.
Unfortunately, my mom's
awesome way with food has
not been passed down. Re
member Lamark's giraffe-neck
theory of genetics? Yeah, it was
wrong. To illustrate, one time
I burned my Easy Mac to a
carbon crisp. How do you even
explain that?
I think it has something to
do with the artistic elements of
cooking.
Sure, there is a science
to it, but I believe I've failed
to connect with these skills
in a passionate way. Maybe
I should love and appreciate
my ingredients the way I love
words on a page. If only I could
see and feel them coming to
gether beautifully, the way I
notice syntax weaving itself
fittingly into a composition.
I mean, people like my mom
are probably fitted with a sort
of sixth sense that tells them
when a flavor is off, the same
way English nerds can sense
bad grammar coming from a
mile away.
Except, coking nerds are
much more likeable, and more
useful.
Let's think about this. How
many times per day do you eat
something? How many times
per day do you think about
your grammar? I'll convince
you further. Say the economy is
bad; should we buy less food or
spend less on books? Exactly! 1
picked the wrong profession.
Now, I'm not completely
inadequate in the kitchen. In
fact, I'm quite good at baking.
Mom says it's because baking
requires exactness and preci
sion. As you can imagine, I'm
also pretty good at following
basic recipes.
The thing is, upscale
classy chefs throw me off with
pseudo-measurements like "a
pinch" or "to taste." What the
heck does that mean? Can you
give me the proper units for
"pinch?" And the very concept
of "seasoning to taste" assumes
that I have prior knowledge
about what the finished dish is
supposed to taste like!
Talent or no talent, I plan
to conquer the kitchen some
day. Here's to my mom. 1 think
I'd be really discouraged about
cooking if she had never played
chef with me.

1970 "Apollo 13," the

1945 Franklin D.

1984 Christopher Wilder

third lunar landing mission,
is successfully launched
from Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Roosevelt, the longest serv
ing president in American
history, dies of a cerebral
hemorrhage.

shoots himself after a
month-long crime spree
involving 11 women who
disappeared.

1912 Just before mid
night in the North Atlantic,
the RMS "Titanic" hits an
iceberg, ruptures its hull and
begins to sink.

1947 Jackie Robinson
becomes the first AfricanAmerican to play in the ma
jor leagues in his first game
with the Brooklyn Dodgers.

1943 A Swiss chemist
discovers the hallucinogenic
effects of LSD after acci
dentally consuming some of
the drug he created.

2002 ABC airs the 10
thousandth episode of
"General Hospital," the lon
gest running program ever
produced in Hollywood.

1956 American actress
Grace Kelly marries Prince
Rainier of Monaco in a
spectacular ceremony, and
retires from acting.
Source: History.com

Ellen B. Scripps honored as community activist
AVERY DURNAN

STAFF WRITER
The Scripps name is widely
recognized throughout the city of
San Diego. Scripps Mercy Hospi
tal, the Scripps Institute of Ocean
ography and even the area of town
known as Scripps Ranch bear this
familiar name. Last Tuesday, USD
Associate Professor Molly McClain gave a lecture on the late
patron of our city, "Ellen Brown
ing Scripps; Journalist, Suffrag
ette, Investor and Philanthropist."
Hosted at the Institute for
Peace and Justice Theatre by the
College of Arts and Sciences,
McClain's lecture was part of the

Annual Humanities Lecture series.
During her speech, she informed
the audience about the lifetime
of Ellen Browning Scripps, high
lighting her journalistic career and
pursuit of social advocacy.
Born in England, Scripps and
her family moved to the United
States at the turn of the century.
She and her brothers made their
fortune in the newspaper industry,
and she then devoted the remain
der of her life to philanthropy,
women's rights and education.
McClain discussed Scripps' child
hood life, using a Power Point of
reproduced images of letters, pho
tographs and memorabilia. Kim
Gillie, a junior international rela

tions major who attended the lec
ture, said "Tonight's presentation
was a good balance of historical
facts and storytelling ability."
The Scripps lecture drew
USD students and La Jolla resi
dents alike. A large group of adult
La Jollans attended the talk as
a delegation from a club that
Scripps had created more than
four decades ago. "I'm proud of
the Women's club turnout," a club
member at the lecture said.
Additionally, McClain's own
students turned out to hear their
professor's presentation. Senior
student Maria Harrity, who at
tended the Scripps lecture, spoke
enthusiastically about her teach

er's passion for the subject matter.
These sentiments were echoed
by English department professor
Cynthia Caywood.
"Molly McLain is a wonderful
historian," she said, "combining
the zeal and investigative energy
of the well-trained scholar that
she is with an impeccable sense of
narrative. She made the story of
Ellen Browning Scripps come to
life and helped me to realize what
an important contribution Scripps
made to the history of American
women and to San Diego."
McClain, who is a co-editor of
The Journal of San Diego History,
is currently working on a biogra
phy of Ellen Browning Scripps.

Plane crash leaves Poland without a president
POLAND, Continued

that the ultimate decision is up to
the crew on board.
It is speculated that Kaczynski
could have been pressuring the pilot
to land despite the weather warning.
The president and his delegation had
been traveling to Russia for the 70th
anniversary of the Russian massacre
of about 20,000 Poles during World
War II. This crash now stands as
the most devastating Polish tragedy
since the massacre.
Only one thing about this crash
is certain. The Polish people, along

with the rest of the world, are in
mourning. In Warsaw, Poland thou
sands upon thousands of candles
and flowers
lay outside of the
Presidential Palace and hundreds
of Poles lined the street to get a
glimpse of the casket holding the
president's body. Across the coun
try a two-minute moment of silence
was observed in honor of their fallen
leader, and delegates from around
the world offered their condolences
and regrets. Both Hilary Rodham
Clinton and President Obama sent
their apologies to the country.
While it is Poland that feels

this crisis the most, the rest of the
world has not gone unaffected. San
Diego's Polish community gathered
Saturday night to pay tribute to the
country's great leader. "This is the
worst tragedy of huge scale, we
have to live with it. There is not
much we can do," Tom Ostrowski,
one of hundreds of local PolishAmericans living in San Diego, said
of the accident.
Polish law states that elec
tions must be held within the next
60 days, but until then Parliament
Speaker Bronislaw Komorowski
will act as the country's president.

Komorowski vows to work quickly
to find replacements for the posts
left vacant by Saturday's tragedy,
"The parliament should demon
strate unity in view of the national
tragedy" he said.
General Stanislaw Marian
Koziej has already been named head
of the National Security Office,
held by Aleksander Szcyzglo before
Saturday's tragedy. The move goes
to prove that despite extreme dev
astation the Polish people are de
termined to move past this tragedy,
if for no other reason than out of
respect for their fallen leaders.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT

APR 7 - APR 11
Apr. 7

was removed from two unattended and
unsecured wallets in a residence hall room.
No other items were reported missing, and
there were no signs of forced entry.

Location: IMMACULATA W LOT

At 8:41 p.m. a Public Safety officer
observed an individual driving with two
passengers in his front passenger seat. Upon Apr. 10
contact, the officer identified the driver as Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA
a resident student and detected the odor
At 6:34 p.m. Public Safety responded
of marijuana. A voluntary vehicle search
yielded 1.5g of marijuana and various para to a report of vandalism. A resident student
phernalia. The student driver was cited for discovered water inside her laptop that had
being in possession of marijuana and para been left unattended and unsecured in her
phernalia, and for the traffic violation. He residence. This case has been referred to
was not found to be under the influence of Residential Life.
marijuana; the two other individuals were
Apr. 10
released.
Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA

Apr. 9

Location: MAHER HALL
At 5:25 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a theft report. Petty cash totaling $75

At 8:24 p.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a possibly intoxicated student.
The student was determined to be too in
toxicated to care for himself and was volun

tarily transported to Detox. The student was to a theft report. Two students were de
rejected from Detox, and was subsequently termined to be too intoxicated to care for
arrested by SDPD for being drunk in public themselves and were voluntarily transported
to Detox (BAC. 181 and .151). The student
(BAC .204).
alleging the theft found her property after
looking around her last known locations.
Apr. 10
Location: PARDEE LEGAL RESEARCH
Apr. 11
CENTER
Location: LAGUNA HALL
At 8:27 p.m. Public Safety responded
At 11:43 a.m. Public Safety responded
to a report of a hit and run. An unidentified
tan suburban was observed backing into a to an incident involving marijuana. Three
commuter student's vehicle 6y several indi students were cited for being in possession
viduals and then leaving the area; the tow- of marijuana and paraphernalia. One student
hitch of the suburban left a hole in the front was found to also be unlawfully in posses
bumper of the student's vehicle. No other sion of prescription medication, and another
student was found to be in possession of
damages were reported
cocaine and related paraphernalia. SDPD
cited one student for possession of medica
Apr. 10
tion without a prescription, and arrested the
Location: PALOMAR HALL
other student for being in possession of a
At 12:50 a.m. Public Safety responded controlled substance (cocaine).

Online scholarship offers are questionable
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Using the "Like" button gathers personal information for companies to use
FACEBOOK, continued
advertisements that

users may

First lady makes stop in Haiti
First lady Michelle Obama
made an unannounced visit to
Haiti on Tuesday before beginning
a three-day trip to Mexico.
Accompanied by Jill Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden,
Obama arrived in the Haitian capi
tal Port-au-Prince Tuesday morn
ing and took a helicopter tour of
the earthquake-ravaged city. The
7.0 magnitude earthquake on Jan.
12 left more than one million
people homeless, many of whom
are still living in tents throughout
the city.
"It's powerful. The devas
tation is definitely powerful,"
Obama said after the tour. Obama
and Biden also met with Haitian
President Rene Preval and his
wife, Elizabeth Delatour Preval.
The visit was made "to under
score to the Haitian people and the
Haitian government the enduring
U.S. commitment to help Haiti
recover and rebuild and to thank
the women and men across the
whole of the U.S. government for
their extraordinary efforts in Haiti
during the past three months," the
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encounter, but it also shares their
"Likes" with other Facebook
friends.

White House released in a state
ment.
Obama will continue on
after Haiti to a three-day visit in
Mexico, on her first official solo
trip as first lady. The White House
stated that the Mexico trip is taking
place "in recognition of the deep
ties between the United States and
Mexico."
Authorities investigate police
brutality against Maryland stu
dent
A Prince Tkorge's County,
Md., police officer has been sus
pended while prosecutors investi
gate a video in which officers beat
a University of Maryland student
with nightsticks, officials stated
Tuesday.
Authorities are also investi
gating case documents filed by
police that appear to contradict
the video. Prince George's County
police Lt. Andy Ellis stated. The
video, shot by a University of
Maryland student, shows a male
student approach two officers, and
after a brief exchange, the officers
slam the student against a wall.

For networking users who are
unaware of these types of market
ing strategies, the advertisements
are subtle enough to intrigue
anyone.
It is not a coincidence that the
more a user begins to "Like" par
ticular advertisements, the more
these advertisements reappear, or
advertisements that are similar to
them. The advertisement sponsors
are trying to reach a targeted audi
ence.
Avid Facebook user Michelle
Wang admits, "I didn't know
that Facebook had such capabili
ties until about a year ago. Even
though it's somewhat alarming, it
can also be helpful depending on

what you 'Like.'"
Wang is right, however when
entering personal information be
aware that your information may
not be safe, especially information
that scholarship companies may
be collecting.
It is important to determine
whether there is an actual scholar
ship fund, or whether the company
is solely trying to make a profit
from your information. Be mind
ful when you check a box with
small print, that these companies
have the ability to sell your infor
mation to other websites, which
creates a large pool of solicitors,
or more harmful, the prospect of
identity theft.

A third officer joins in, and the
three beat the student with night
sticks as he falls to the ground.
The student endured a cut on his
head that required eight staples to
close, in addition to a concussion,
a badly swollen arm, and numer
ous bruises.
Police documents filed about
the incident claim that the student
was "kicked by the horses and sus
tained minor injuries."
The documents tell a "totally
fabricated story," said Sharon Weidenfeld, a private investigator
working on the case. The police
department's internal affairs unit
is assisting prosecutors in the in
vestigation, and the U.S. Justice
Department is also looking into
the incident.

calling Promoted Tweets," and
touted it as part of the company's
"non-traditional" approach to ad
vertising.
The Twitter blog stated: "You
will start to see Tweets promoted
by our partner advertisers called
out at the top of some Twitter,
com search results pages. We'll
attempt to measure whether the
Tweets resonate with users and
stop showing Promoted Tweets
that don't resonate."
Initial advertisers include
Starbucks, Bravo and Virgin
America, all of which have already
maintained a presence on Twit
ter for the purpose of promoting
their products. Initially, these ads
will show up if users search for
a keyword that the advertiser has
purchased. Eventually, however,
they will appear in users' Twitter
streams, with no more than one ad
displayed at a time.

Twitter adds search advertise
ments
Twitter unveiled a new search
ad program Tuesday that will put
brands' messages into users' Twit
ter streams.
A short FAQ posted on the
Twitter blog heralded the new pro
gram as "a simple service we're
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Florida girl rescued from swamp
four days after disappearance
Rescuers carried an 11-yearold girl out of a dense Florida
swamp on Tuesday, four days after

The Vista publication is written and
edited by USD students and funded by
revenues generated by advertising and a
student fee. Advertising material published
is for information purposes only and is not
to be construed as an expressed or implied
endorsement or verification of such com
mercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located on the fourth
floor of the Student Life Pavilion in room
403 B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110

Correction from
Thursday,
April 8:
Last week in
an article titled,
"7.2 Quake rattles
Baja
California,
San Diego," there
was incorrect in
formation. The San
Andreas fault does
not run through San
Diego. The Vista re
grets the error.

her disappearance.
The rescue team trudged
through forest brush for almost
two hours to carry Nadia Bloom to
safety near Lake Jesup in Florida,
said Chief Kevin P. Brunelle of
the Winter Springs Police Depart
ment. Brunelle stated that Nadia,
described as mildly autistic, was
shoeless and covered in insect
bites, but was in otherwise good
condition. "She did make two
comments to the officers when
they got there: 'Glad you guys
found me, can't believe you res
cued me,"' he said.
Nadia's father described her
as a nature lover, and said that
the girl was on a bike ride Friday
when she stopped to take some
pictures and got lost.
A member of the Bloom fam
ily's church who was participating
in the search for Nadia was the
one that found her, CNN reported.
Authorities cancelled the Amber
Alert for Nadia after she was lo
cated Tuesday morning, stating
that "the case has been resolved."
Source: CNN.com

The first copies of the newspaper
complimentary, all copies thereafter
are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this publica
tion are not necessarily those of The Vista
staff, the University of San Diego or of its
student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submit
ted to The Vista office. Letters should
be limited to 300 words and must be
signed. For identification purposes, USD
identification numbers and writer's year
must be included in the letter. The Vista
reserves the right to edit published letters.
Any content sent to the editor will be con
sidered for publication unless otherwise
stated.
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Students debate the pros and cons of grad school
ELLIE FAULKNER
LINDSAY PRICE

STAFF WRITFRS

Pressure, intimidation and confusion
are things that often come to mind when one
ponders graduate school. On April 7, the
USD's Women's Center arranged a work
shop to help students figure out the pending
question, "Is Grad School the Answer?"
This discussion group was part of a
series put on by the Women's Center. The
workshop took place in the UC and consist
ed of a small group of students discussing
grad school as an academic need, a personal
goal, or a way to avoid career decision
making.
Emily Baxt, a Career Counselor from
USD's Career Services, and Erin LovetteColyer, Director of the Women's Center,
ran the discussion. Answering a series of
personal reflection questions created the
intimate setting of friends divulging their
individual concerns and fears. From en
gineering to communication majors, and
seniors to sophomores, there was an array
of diversity with a similar common ground
of concern.
Students shared that pressure from
themselves, faculty, parents and society has
created a false perspective that grad school

is a necessity in the current, competitive job
market.
The workshop not only provided an
atmosphere for student bonding, but also
served to dispel the societal mythologies
concerning grad school. Baxt lead the dis
cussion, and cleverly labeled this mythol
ogy, "education as a fashion."
"Master's is the new bachelor's," Baxt
said, and people are eating this up like a hot,
new trend. However, she shared that a ma-

4 % Master's is the
new bachelor's. % *
Emily Baxt
jority of employers prefer work experience
over a fancy master's degree. The need for a
master's degree is completely situational.
Whether it is necessary for the job of
your dreams, or a personal goal of further
education, it is important to address the
real reasons behind these goals. The three
main questions that helped address the real
reasons were, "What brings me joy? Does
anyone need me to do it? And am I any
good at it?"
Baxt reminded every student in the
workshop that there is, "no black or white."

"'What
I
doing 6ecause
I shouhd,
and
what am I
doing to Sring
joy to my Cife? "

Students are constantly creating whimsical
checklists but she reminded attendees that,
"this is your life and you are the only one
keeping score."
The importance of personal bests and
decision making for oneself was a reoccurring theme of the workshop. The workshop
was a reminder to ask oneself, "What am I
doing cause I should, and what am I doing
to bring joy to my life?"
The presenters emphasized that there is
no right or wrong decision about grad school
and the only thing that matters is being your
authentic self. Baxt also emphasized to ev
eryone that you can wander, make mistakes,
and still end up happy because the pieces
of your life come together in ways that you
can't plan for.
Relationships were also a topic of dis
cussion. Is it worth it to make grad school
decisions based on a loved one? The group
discussed that there is no hard and fast
answer to this question; it depends on the
situation. As long as there is good com
munication, mutual sacrifice and strong
commitment then choosing a school near
your significant other may be worthwhile.
If it truly is someone special, then you don't
want to wonder "what if?," so take the
risk.
Kristen Schalliol, a senior on the Wom

en's Center Leadership Council, helped
organize the event."We wanted to do these
discussion groups to create a safe space to
talk about important issues like this," Schal
liol said.
"Tonight, it was pleasing to see
how comfortable strangers can become

4 4 This is your life
and you are the
only one keeping
score. J 9
Emily Baxt
discussing similar anxieties. I hope that
those who participated will discuss this
with friends outside. This is the first year
we have held these groups and we hope to
continue it in the future."
The next discussion group will be on
April 21 at 7 p.m. in UC107. The topic will
be "Keeping the Faith After College" and
aims to help students make important life
decisions with their faith in mind.

Three questions to ask yourself when
thinking about attending
graduate school:
1. What brings me joy?

2.

Does anyone need me to do it?

3. Am I any good at it?
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Tebow's 'day of reckoning' approaches
NFL coaches should be prepared to fight for an up-and-coming sports legend
DOUG WOOD

The Tudors
Historical drama is quite the
fad these days on cable televi
sion. HBO brought home the
bacon with "Rome" a few years
back, and the miniseries about
John Adams was received quite
positively. Indeed, The New York
Times called it "quite simply, as
good as TV gets."
Showtime has also tried to
cash in on the history craze with
"The Tudors," starring Irish model
Jonathan Rhys Meyers. When the
pilot premiered in 2007, it was the
highest rated Showtime release in
over three years. Critics loved it
and people devoured it. The finale
of season two earned over one
million viewers. Season three was
even more popular.
I arrived at the TV court of
the Tudor king rather lat^. I only
started watching this past Christ
mas. My favorite television series,
"Dexter," had just finished for the
season and I felt deprived. "Big
Love" was about to start, but I
quickly found the new plot devel
opments to be uninteresting and
flat. HBO wasn't going anywhere
fast with their story of a Utah
businessman living a double life.
You can only draw that story out
for so long. In the end, the heroic
polygamous is either going to go
public or continue to live in secret.
There's no third way.
But, "The Tudors," I soon
found, was different. The plot was
exciting. The characters were vi
brant. The historical facts were all
wrong, or at least misconstrued,
but the producers did a good job
bringing Henry et al to life.
I maintain great devotion to
Saint Thomas More and I have
strong feelings on the treatment
of the Queen Katherine. I found
myself angry with their treatment,
as both characters and represen
tations of real life figures, at the
hands of the lecherous-king. Yet,
I kept tuning in because of that
emotional excitement. That's
good art.
I was disappointed, however,
with the season four premiere this
past weekend. Perhaps I was fi
nally bored with the central theme
of every episode. It doesn't take
long to realize that Henry VIII
was morally and spiritually bank
rupt. I couldn't identify the source
of my dissatisfaction. Something
just left me unfulfilled.
A friend of mine, a professor,
has suggested the lack of a clear
antagonist, besides the king him
self, might be the problem with
season four. I like this proposal;
it has real merit. We don't want
to face the reality of his charac
ter; without the distraction of a
scheming Boleyn or a conniving,
heretical Cromwell, we are forced
into this recognition. Of course, it
may be too soon in the season to
leave it there.
For now, I'll have to blame it
on the acting, which was abomi
nable. I'd never seen worse tech
nical skills then those exhibited by
Rhys Meyers while attempting to
portray an old, flabby and ulcer
ated Henry Tudor. The voice was
wrong, the carriage was off and
the ethos was foreign. He tried too
hard and came off as a second-rate
actor. Fancy that.

STAFF WRITFR

For football fans everywhere.
April 22 is widely considered to
be one of the most important days
in an NFL season that doesn't
even kick-off until early Septem
ber. It's draft day.
The event, televised live on
ESPN, will feature young men the
size of silverback gorillas stretch
ing out their $800 suits as they sit
with family, friends and agents
awaiting the pay day of a lifetime.
It will feature excitement and ap
plause. It will feature heartbreak
and tears. But for many the most
anticipated attraction will be Tim
Tebow, one of the most talked
about athletes of our time and a
player millions of people love
and millions more love to hate.
But love him or hate him, it's
accepted as fact that Tebow is
more than just your average onedimensional jock.
Sure, he won a Heisman
Trophy in 2007. He was a Heis
man runner-up in 2008 and 2009.
He's been part of two National
Championship teams during his
dominant tenure as quarterback
at the University of Florida. And
yes, he will graduate in May with
a 3.66 GPA, four NCAA records
to his name and a profound rela
tionship with God, all of which
makes adoring mothers usher
their daughters in his direction
at an alarming rate. But it's those
things that can't be measured,
those intangible abilities that
Tebow inherently possesses both
on and off of the field, that make
him such a valuable commodity.
"He is a great leader,"
former Indianapolis Colts coach
Tony Dungy said. And leader
ship is, unfortunately, one thing
NFL scouts simply have no way
to quantify. If they did, there is
no doubt that Tebow would be

Tim Tebow (LEFT) meets with Reggie Nelson, a rookie Gator at the University of Florida.

expected by many to be what one
scout called a sure bet for a third
round pick with no chance to go
higher. Those naysayers who cite
his under-developed throwing
motion and his below-average ac
curacy as reasons for his faltering
draft stock, believing such flaws
hinder his success at the next level,
are simply wrong.
The fact is that a player can
develop skills, but nobody can
learn what Tebow innately has
already. He brings something to
his team, his fans and his city that
I've never seen before. It's not that
he brings passion or hope, which
aren't often lacking on the field;
it's that he has the unique ability to

calm an onlooker with something
that can be only described as, for
lack of a better word, an aura. He
is the rarest of men, commanding a
room, or a stadium, in a fashion un
known in recent memory. His mere
presence, with sheer wonder, stuns
those in his vicinity, if only for a
moment. Sound familiar? Maybe
Tebow's relationship with God is
more serious than we thought.
It's for this reason that, re
gardless of what the analysts on
SportsCenter continually pass of
as expert opinion, Tebow will be
a highly successful quarterback in
the NFL, even if it doesn't happen
right away. The skills are there
and, while his canvas may already

be doused with the teachings of an
impressive past, he has willingness
to leam and adapt to the style of
play of the progressional level.
That makes him as good as a blank
page for any quality coaching
staff.
So, as you watch the draft
unfold next Thursday, pay close
attention to whatever team has
enough brains to scribble down
Tebow's name on a torn corner of
notebook paper and stuff it into the
awaiting hands of Commissioner
Roger Goodell.
If you have any brains, you
might wanna make them your new
Super Bowl favorite. If you ask
me, it's a sure bet.

Woody Allen plays into harmful Hollywood stereotypes
Woody Allen is an awardwinning American screenwriter,
film director, actor, comedian,
writer, musician and playwright.
Recently he has been searching
for an actress to fill the role of
leading lady in his new movie set
to film in France. Carla BruniSarkozy, First Lady of France,
was the first choice for the job, but
was later kicked to the curb when
Marion Cotillard was asked to
star. Cotillard, a native Parisian,
will be filming with Allen later

this summer in the French capi
tal, along with Canadian actress
Rachel McAdams and American
actor Owen Wilson.
This was a humiliating de
velopment for Bruni-Sarkozy,
who was publically recognized
as the natural choice for the film.
Reports have circulated that the
decision was later made to bring
on Cotillard after a serious of pho
tographs were released that made
Bruni-Sarkozy look old and tired.
Bruni-Sarkozy's face, which
often looks frozen because of
Botox, is said to have worried
Allen, reported celebrity news

sources. "Carla Bruni is not a
woman who earns her living as an
actress. She is a first lady," Allen
said, when asked to explain his
change of heart.
Although likely prompted by
kind intentions, such a statement is
insulting and superficial. Undoudbtedly, Hollywood cares first and
foremost about appearance. Sadly,
Bruni-Sarkozy did not make the
cut.
Allen was quick, however, to
speak positively of Cotillard, age
34. She won an Oscar for Best Ac
tress, a Bafta and a Golden Globe
for her portrayal of French chan-
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Marion Cotillard, Woody Allen and Carla Bruni-Sarkozy are causing contoversy in the French entertainment world.

son singer Edith Piaf in "La Vie en
Rose." She is currently enjoying
critical acclaim for "Nine."
Hopefully Bruni-Sarkozy
will find another role to fill and
affirm her artistic reputation, at
times criticized as self-styled as
an artist. This all goes to show just
how superficial and fake you have
to stay to succeed in the film in
dustry. Horribly, Hollywood will
never change as long as glamour
and plastic surgery continue to
exist. I don't blame Bruni-Sarkozy
for getting botox, or any other
plastic surgery, to maintain the
cookie-cutter expectation of how
a woman is meant to look; such
efforts become problematic only
if someone goes overboard, not
knowing when to draw the line.
You have to have that flaw
less figure, that flawless face and
flawless everything else. We just
need to leam when to say, "Okay,
this is going too far. I look scary."
Consider the case of Heidi
Montag, a reality television star
who underwent several proce
dures to fit into the glamorous
Hollywood lifestyle. Her face now
looks deformed and she looks
worse than she did before. Such is
the damage of Hollywood expec
tations. Too bad Woody Allen isn't
doing anything to help.
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American voters are feeling buyer's remorse
The
"In Between"
Times
MICHAEL HAMILTON

STAFF WR1TFR

KENDRA OSBURN

COLUMNIST

Last week, I decided to do some spring
cleaning at 2 a.m. My mother was sup
posed to arrive later that day and I wanted
to give an impression that I have my life
together. At some point, I came across
the December issue of "Body & Soul." A
headline in the upper left hand corner of
the cover instructed me to "Learn to Make
Optimism a Habit." Clearly the December
issue didn't have foreknowledge of the
earthquakes, Pope scandals and mining
disasters we would have in 2010,1 thought
to myself. 1 put the magazine aside, prom
ising to read, or to not read, it later.
The next day, during my habitual
blog-hopping and news reading, I came
across yet another article about optimism
that promised to reveal the secrets of posi
tive thinking. Was this fate? To be com
pletely honest, I am skeptical about "the
power of positive thinking." When I am
feeling sad, upset, stressed or anxious, the
last thing I want to hear is someone telling
me to "just be happy." In my head, I start
to think: "Really. I just need to be happy?
I am so glad you told me. Thank you. I am
now cured. How easy."
I recognize that there are benefits
to positive thinking. It can lower stress
hormone levels. Dopamine, which can
be increased from simply smiling, can
strengthen feelings of pleasure and enjoy
ment, even motivation. Yet, in all seri
ousness, if the claims behind the powers
of positive thinking had any weight, the
Haitians could just "positive think" their
way out of desperate poverty; Afghans
could "positive think" their way out of a
war zone.
Don't get me wrong, we have much to
be positive and thankful about: where we
go to school, our families and friends, our
shoes, our lunch, our arms, our eyes, etc.
Sometimes it's just hard to summon the
energy to focus on and create such lists, to
think of everything we should be thankful
for, especially when we are inundated with
list-anthesis.
So, positive thinking has its short
comings. But, what if we turned positive
thinking into positive doing? What would
happen if we stopped being self-centered
and rude and started waving at strangers?
Being rude never helped anybody; unless
you're a sadist or a masochist, you should
be kind to others. 1 can't help but notice
that we walk around with our heads to the
ground, our phones to our ear, or gener
ally distracted. We forget to be kind to one
another.
Being kind is so simple. While I re
alize this may bring up the whole "does
altruism really exist" debate, we all feel
much better after doing something kind to
someone else, even if it's something very
small, like a quick compliment. At the
very least, it takes our minds off ourselves
and our present situation, forcing us to
focus our attention elsewhere. Think what
a change this could make. Maybe there
would be even more things to add to our
list of positive things to appreciate.

"My job this morning is to be so per
suasive...that a light will shine through that
window, a beam of light will come down
upon you, you will experience an epiphany,
and you will suddenly realize that you must
go to the polls and vote for Barack," said
the future president, speaking to a group of
students at Dartmouth University in early
2008. More than a year after he took office,
the archetypal Obama supporter now finds
himself in an uncomfortable position. This
young voter, so recently euphoric, is at a
loss for words.
President Obama successfully ran an
unprecedentedly bold and vague campaign,
but still managed to find time for a few spe
cifics. Nearly every policy he campaigned
against has been embraced and strength
ened. Nearly every abuse of power he shook
his finger at has been appropriated.
The senator who aligned himself
with the anti-war movement has not only
continued Bush-era policy in kaq, but has
expanded the war in Afghanistan. Under
Obama's watch, missiles sent from drones
into Pakistan have killed an unprecedented
number of innocent civilians. The candidate
who campaigned against the Bush admin
istration for wiretapping American citizens
not only failed to put an end to the program,
but expanded it.
This same candidate who said that the
Supreme Court decision granting habeus
corpus rights to unlawful combatant detain
ees was "a rejection of the Bush adminis-

American citizen in Yemen, allegedly tied
to al-Qaeda, on sight without a trial, or even
charges.
This populist who claimed that he "did
not run for office to be helping out a bunch
of, you know, fat-cat bankers on Wall Street,"
has taken hundreds of billions of dollars from
taxpayers and siphoned them to the richest
human beings on Earth with his bank bail
outs. The man who promised a net spending
cut has proposed two budgets that contain
the largest single year deficits ever seen, both

given the title "A New Era of Responsibility."
His appointee to replace Justice Stevens on
the Supreme Court will probably be a likeminded authoritarian rather than a social jus
tice crusader.
How were voters so easily duped? Is
the man in office not the man who gave such
compelling speeches in 2008? It is tempting,
and likely accurate, to point out the presi
dent's nearly unending flaws and label him a
monster, but doing so would only breathe new
life into the lie, which brought this charlatan
to power, that if a smart, enlightened leader
were pulling the levers, the country could be
planned sensibly.
Instead, I offer a different interpretation.
It would have made no difference if Obama
were the saint so many imagined him to be.
What brought about the disgusting abuses of
power under which we now suffer are not the
president's numerous moral failings, but the
office to which he was elected. The broad au
thority that rests with the presidency and the
overwhelming scope of federal law inevitably
corrupts whoever wields control over it. The
solution lies not in finding the right, incor
ruptible leader, who likely does not exist,
but in constraining both the president and the
Congress to exert only the powers explicitly
granted in the Constitution.
Even if voters rightfully decide to send
Obama back to Chicago in 2012, no savior
from any party will be found. Without a re
duction in the power held by the federal gov
ernment, we cannot expect any better results.
More troubling still, if given the awesome
power of the Presidency, you, the enlightened
Obama supporter, would have done no better.

people to shed their blood, yet through non
violent means, to bring legitimacy back to
their government. Democracy, at least for
the people of Thailand, is a dream worth the
shedding of their blood.
These protests were backed up with
real action when the protesters, mostly poor
rural workers, known as "red shirts," pro
ceeded to shut down the financial sectors of
Bangkok through physical occupation.Their
actions have thus far been highly organized
and coordinated with food, water and waste
management preparations made for those
who are occupying buildings throughout
the city.
Since the protests have begun, Thai
security forces have attempted to forcibly
remove thousands of protesters from occu
pied locations. In doing so, Thai blood was
shed out of violence and force, instead of
peace. The latest attempt, on April 10, left
21 dead (five soldiers and 16 civilians) and
at least 825 injured. With the army pulling
back from their forward deployments by
late Saturday night, further protests have
spread throughout the country, with civil-

ians taking over government institutions in
many provinces.
The 'red shirts' of Thailand demon
strate how people are actively fighting for
democracy that actually represents the in
terests of the goverened and the economic
situation of the poor. The demands for ac
countability have reached the point where
violence is necessary and self-defense is a
form of revolutionary protest against a re
pressive regime. This is radical democracy
being born before our eyes.
The willingness of these protesters to
put their lives on the line for equality and
democracy, both political and economic, is
a lesson from which we all can learn. These
events also show that sometimes, despite
the best intentions for a peaceful non-vio
lent movement, violent action is necessary.
"[Thailand's armed forces] can't scare me.
I will stay here, I will keep fighting," said
Chern, a rice farmer and a 'red shirt' injured
last Saturday.
The resolve of the people is clear. They
are willing to fight and sacrifice for what
they believe, no matter the cost.

tration's attempt to create a legal black hole
at Guantanamo," has neither made actual
plans to close the prison nor created a legal
framework for detainees to challenge their
imprisonment. Unhappy with the dictatorial
powers grabbed by the Bush administration
to detain Americans without trial or charges,
our new leader has ordered the CIA to kill an
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The senator who aligned
himself with the
anti-war movement
has not only continued
Bush-era policy in Iraq,
but has expanded the
war in Afghanistan.
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Thai protesters teach lesson in radical democracy
CHASE FITE
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In April, thousands of protestors
stormed the commercial district of Bang
kok and put a freeze on commerce. This
was done in direct opposition to the police
orders to end their occupation. Their goal
was to open talks with Thailand's electoral
commission chief.
A couple of weeks ago the people of
Thailand rallied together, calling for an
election to challenge the current authori
tarian regime, which was installed through
a coup in 2006, and the current president
of the National Assembly, who was ap
pointed by parliament in 2008.
Their protest took a symbolic form;
participants declared their intention to
spill the blood of the people in the demand
for true democracy. Some 50,000 protest
ers gathered in Bangkok, each donating a
few centimeters of blood to be collected
and poured out in front of the senate
building, and presidential offices. Such a
display showed the willingness of the Thai

The views expressed in the Opinion Section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.

THE VISTA' THURSDAY, APRIL 15,2010» 7

OPINION

Courts clogged with Peeps
JOSH COHEN

STAFF WRITER

A Colorado woman claims that she was
evicted because she wouldn't take down her
Easter decorations, which included sugarcoated marshmallows, known as Peeps, that
were attached to the top of her front door.
Carol "Chay" Burdick, 60. gained national
attention last year after claiming that her
landlord wrongfully kicked her out shortly
after Easter. The controversy went so far as
to land her an appearance on Comedy Cen
tral's "Colbert Report" last September.
"Chay was evicted from her apartment
because she loves Jesus," Colbert said on the
show. "It all started last Easter, when Chay
decorated her door with a timeless symbol of
the Resurrection."
The story may be amusing, but the legal
battle between Burdick and the trust that
owns her former apartment complex is tech
nically as serious as any other.
Burdick is being sued by Aimco, the
Denver-based real estate investment trust
that owns her Meadow Creek Apartment
complex, but not for the Peeps. The company
claims that their former tenant was evicted
because she failed to pay rent. The trust is
seeking $2,300 in unpaid rent plus attorney's
fees, easily topping tens of thousands of dol
lars.
Burdick insists that she was wrongfully
evicted and has counter-sued, claiming that
Aimco breached its contract with her and
acted with negligence. County court level
limits mean that the maximum a jury could
award Burdick is $15,000. Her court case,
originally scheduled just days before this
Easter, has been rescheduled for late June
and will focus on whether Peeps are a sugary
form of artistic expression or garbage.
Boulder attorney John Pineau said he's
assembled some of the most colorful wit
nesses and evidence that Boulder County
Court has ever seen to help Burdick in
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convincing jurors that the bunny-shaped
marshmallow decorations she hung from
her door last Easter constitutes worthwhile
artwork. Among those scheduled to testify
on her behalf are people throughout the state
of Colorado who have an affinity for Peeps,
such as a Denver man who hosts an annual
Peeps-themed barbecue and a couple who
won a Peeps diorama contest.
Cindy Duffy, a spokeswoman for
Aimco, said the case has been misrepre
sented. I say, "duh." People don't care that
a Boulder woman who allegedly didn't pay
her rent was evicted. They revel, rather, in
the absurdity of the situation in the media
and the courtroom. This isn't about religious,
or even artistic, freedom of expression.
Aimco says the only reason that this
case is still moving forward is because of
Burdick's decision not to pay rent. Burdick,
who acknowledges that she stopped paying
rent, claims that she did so after receiving a
notice only nine days after Easter. She claims
she was told to take down the Peeps or move
out. It seems the basic issue, according to the
company, is that she refused to abide by the
terms of her standard lease agreement. We'll
hear more from both sides at the trial set for
June 22.

Spring blossoms have bloomed, the sun is shining and our shorts have been resur
rected from the corners of our closet. Although stress levels may be as high as the sky,
we must take advantage of the wonders this fresh season has to offer. If we give respect
to the season, we will reap the benefits.
There are many selling points as to why spring is the best season of all. The
weather is at its prime with breezy winds and temperatures which allow for prime
lay-out time any day of the week. Scenic snapshots can be found on any corner with a
rainbow of flowers and the greenest of grasses growing from the earth's ground.
We are in the homestretch of the school year, which is exciting, yet the near per
fect weather can cause some to become unmotivated at the drop of a hat. Instead of
letting spring get the best of you, use this wonderful weather as a motivator to finish
the year strong.
Go on a run, take a hike or walk along the beach. A little exercise will give you
just the right amount of natural energy to finish the last page of your paper. Exercising
outside will give you a taste of the weather, making it a little easier to sit inside the
stuffy rooms of Camino even when the sun is shining outside.
The library may soon become a second home to most of the student body, es
pecially when finals start to creep up on us. Instead of hiding in the corners of the
Harry Potter room, sprawl out on the lawns with your books. Studying outside is both
productive for your studies and takes advantage of the ideal San Diego weather.
Instead of complaining about how many tests you have and how little time you
have to complete your to-do list, breathe in the fresh, crisp air of spring. Run, study or
hike outside, or just simply take a moment to smell the roses.

Avoid the Adderall addiction
KIMBERLY CASTANEDA
STAFF WRITFR

After a lengthy start to the spring semes-,
ter, an early spring break and a bonus Easter
break, spring fever has begun to plague the
students of USD. The number one symptom:
procrastination.
In a place as beautiful as San Diego, this
can be hard to overcome without a prescrip
tion. Some students, though, have discovered
a remedy to ensure that their work is com
pleted and turned in on time: Adderall.
According to Drugs.com, "Adderall is a
central nervous system stimulant that is used
to treat narcolepsy and attention deficit dis-

of Adderall's side effects forms a lengthy list
that includes insomnia, appetite suppression,
uneven heartbeats and hallucinations.
Too often, students do not take these
risks into consideration. Nor do they con
sider non-medical risks. "On the bottle of the
prescription, there is a label that states sup
plying others with a prescription of Adderall
is a federal crime, punishable by law," a local
Walgreens pharmacist said. After attempting
to proceed with further questions, he was
quick to interrupt, refusing to give any more
answers. Clearly, he assumed I was a user.
"The idea th%t Adderall can actually be
helpful for studying is irrational, with all
of the potential side effects that can occur,"

Remarkably, college students have found
that Adderall is also effective for pulling
all-nighters in the library, studying for
exams and writing term papers.
J}
order (ADD)." Remarkably, college students
have found that Adderall is also effective for
pulling all-nighters in the library, studying for
exams and writing term papers. Yet the drug
can only be obtained with the appropriate
medical 'permission of a doctor. So, just how
are students getting it? And what are the longterm and short-term side effects? Are there
other drugs that can cause a harmful drug
interaction?
"Apparently, ADHD has become more
prominent for students our age. I usually get
[Adderall] from friends with prescriptions.
It's typically $3 to $5 per pill," said one USD
senior, who wished to remain anonymous.
The danger in taking a pill for which
you have no prescription varies depending on
dosage and drug type. A thorough description

WOODBURY UNIVERSITY SAN DIEGO
A TWO-WEEK SUMMER DESIGN WORKSHOP
JULY 12TH-23RD, 2010
2212 MAIN STREET
SAN DIEGO, CA 92113
(T) 619.235.2900
(E) sari.diego@woodbury.edu

USD senior Danielle Miller said. She admited
that the workload can become overwhelming
during midterms and finals, but insists that
"caffeine is a sufficient source of energy, and
you can still fall asleep if you drink it in the
evening." Adderall. however, can leave you
restless throughout the night, negatively im
pacting your performance the next day.
As long as the sun continues to shine and
students continue to tan on the fountains and
manicured lawns, we can rest assured that
spring fever will last until the senior class
hears the sounds of "Pomp and Circumstance."
But until then, setting aside enough time for
work and play, is imperative to surviving the
last few months of the semester. Don't rely on
prescription drugs. Desperate times call for
desperate measures, but at what cost?

(W) http://architecture.woodbury.edu

The Vista encourages letters to the editor from students, faculty, staff, administration and the community.
Correspondance should be sent to letters@usdvita.com. They will go directly to the editor-in-chief and
the opinion editor. Submissions should be limited to 300 words and must include verifiable contact informa
tion. Letter content is subject to editing for clarity and style. The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor taste.
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Spring has sprung, and so
has its "tea time" sweet styles.
Whether you're sitting across
from the Mad Hatter at an UnBirthday, sipping on a cup of
tea with grandmother, split
ting a crumpet with Charles
ton or snagging an iced venti
from Starbucks, you'll want
to be looking your best this
season. Here are some of the
top styles and ideas in bloom.
Success in spring colors may
be found in neutrals, soft stone
tones and shimmery shades.
Make an outfit pop with a touch
of rose pink. Vivid coloring in
clothing is unnecessary to ex
press brilliant radiance. Instead
of neon hues, try using lighter
shades and subtle pastels to
bring personalized vitality for
ward. However, this season's
palette isn't the only thing
the birds are singing about.
Accessories can transform
any outfit. During spring the
flower child makes a come
back. Headbands, jewelry,
hairpieces, purses, pins and
shoes are all adorned with
blossoming buds this season.
Upgrade your solitary style
by planting flowers in your
looks this spring. Top spots
that offer flower amenities are
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Anthropologic, Forever 21
and Chanel. Be on the look
out for dangling earrings,
ribbons and metals as well.
Fitted ensembles are also a
"must," as they can enhance
the beauty of femininity by
revealing shape and curves.
Ruffles, bib dresses and pair
ing solids with prints are other
options for this spring sea
son. Try combining a short,
high waisted skirt with hightops, then add a long-sleeved
blazer in case it gets breezy.
Men can also partake in the
trends of the spring. Instead
of florals, men should stick
with neutral tones like khaki
and stone. Put the plaid flan
nels away for spring. Upgrade
from Converse tennis shoes
and try a loafer or laceless
shoe with a nautical influence.
For a more casual look, men
in the spring would look stylish
rocking a muscle tank while rep
resenting their favorite team.
Spring time is a period of
rebirth, renewal and new life.
Although this season's fashions
aren't extraordinarily ground
breaking, try following spring's
lead. Do something personally
renewing for yourself and find
your own distinct wardrobe.

&
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Top 5 Up
B

Lions and tigers and brights - oh my! The Emerald City
await you this summer with its yellow brick road, poppy orange and:
red slipper vivids. Spring time will soon look to Mr. Golden Sun and
summer will be here and be hot, so why not look the part? If you're on
a safari, shopping, out on the town or bumpin' hip hop, there is no need
for teeth or claws, but you can still look fierce. Along with its animals,
Africa's prints, patterns, textures and accessories are all up and comingthis
summer. Be a fashion predator and sink your teeth into this season's prey.
Not all animals are as speedy as the cheetah, but snake, ze
bra and giraffe prints can catch attention just as quick
ly. Beads, bangles, multi-layered jinks and rope are all acces
sories that give a tribal touch to your wardrobe this season.
Textures are also of concern, so keep room in your mind for canvas,
leather, denim and linen so you can touch the surface of great style.
Although styles and designs may be "in" this summer, don't flock like
seagulls at the beach to a typical trend. Be yourself in the way you dress,
and express yourself by wandering freely, just like the animals of Africa.

Coming

1. Stainless steel water cantines
Less than one percent of all plastics are recycled, thus nearly eight
to 10 plastic bottles will end up in a landfill.
2. iPad
An Apple product a day keeps the doctor away.
3. The Wizarding World of Harry Potter
Say, "Alohomora!"iThis theme park reveals its magic on June 18
at Universal Studios Orlando, Fla.
4. Zac Posen for Target
This luxury line hits stores April 25.
* 5. CoacHELLYA!
April 16,17 and 18: The newest USD trend.

Top 5 USD Trends
1. Vans
We must be "Off the Wall."
2. Skinny jeans
Ankles like hugs too.
3. V-necks
Casual or classy and come in countless colors.
4. Ray Bans
Old school meets Catholic University.
5. Swim trunks & bathing suits
Where else can you see students that wear these to class?

9SI3
1. What item of clothing or accessory
are you always wearing?

I wear my turquoise rings or Lucky
Brand bag most days.
2. Who is your style icon?

Mary Kate Olsen.
3. Stripes or stars?

Stripes.
4. Studs or florals?

Florals.

Kristina Gourley
Freshman

1. Who is your style icon?

The top three right now are Erin Wasson,
Kate Moss and Michael Jackson.
3. Best "bargain bins"?

1. What article of clothing or
accessory will you always be wearing?

Definitely my Louis shades that Rick Ross
gave me on tour in Miami.

if you are into the high waisted shorts
trend, take a trip to any Goodwill, buy some
"mom" jeans and put your scissors to work.

2. Interesting fact about your wardrobe?

3. Current style obsession?

3) Do you dress according to the season's
trends?

Anything that reminds me of what my mom
used to wear in the '70s. I also love cut-outs
on dresses.

Samantha Ram
Junior

I have a shoe collection, each pair is fresh
and fly.
No, just according to weather.

Trevor Briggs
Sophomore
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Just a tip
I really did not want to write
about Coachella this week since
next week the Arts & Culture sec
tion will be showered with show
reviews and experiences of the
desert festivities. However, it has
been the only thing on my mind
as the weekend approaches.
So rather than ramble on about
all the bands you should go see,
1 thought 1 would, to the best of
my knowledge, give you a few
tips on how to survive your three
days.
First off, there is the heat.
Obviously it is important to keep
hydrated when exposing yourself
to constant sunlight. Bring what
ever water in that you can, even
if that means strapping water
bottles to the sides of your legs to
cut the costs of overpriced water.
Also, the free water line really is
not worth your time. You will just
end up missing an epic set.
With this heat, comes a choice
as to what you will wear. My
personal preference is the no
shirt no shoes policy. The polo
fields in which you will be frol
icking about are well kempt so
your bare feet will be just fine.
Also, you won't have to worry
about losing a sandal. Going
shirtless allows for a nice tan and
avoidance of a shirt becoming a
sweat-dripping rag. Last year I
threw on a pair of shorts Friday
afternoon and didn't take them
off until Monday morning. I did
not shower and smelt of roses
to those free spirited enough to
embrace my personal choice and
love me for it.
The closest I ever came to a
shower was The Do Lab. The Do
Lab is a place one can visit if they
want an intimate DJ show. There
are misters lined throughout the
shaded canopy, providing an
April shower. This might be re
cycled water or even be coming
straight from the mud you are
dancing in, but it doesn't really
matter when you are focused on
good music and cooling off. Em
brace the dirtiness. If you can't,
well, you are probably in the
wrong place.
Remember that you are at
a concert. This means human
contact. If you don't like brush
ing shoulders with people, then
stop complaining and stand in the
back. Nobody likes a bro getting
angry because his girlfriend's
foot was stepped on. People will
move around and violate your
personal space. Don't get pissed
off" because of this. Don't be a
tool. Everyone is trying to have
a good time, so don't ruin it for
anyone.
Lastly, we should all be con
scious of our limits. This is an ex
perience that you want to remem
ber and it will be a waste of $311
if all you know is that you had a
good time, but can't even put to
gether what bands you managed
to see, or not see. The experience
will be more fufilling if you are
conscious of the bliss happening
around the polo fields.
I would also appreciate any
experiences or reviews, turned in
by the following Monday, from
anyone attending. Have fun,
drive safe and I hope to share a
dance with you.

Ollataytambo welcomed us
at night. After checking in at our
hotel, I decided to go for a short
stroll. The cool mountain air was
refreshing, but I wore a flan
nel. Some wispy clouds streaked
the sky, reflecting light from the
waning half-moon that was peek
ing out from behind the dark sil
houette of a nearby mountain. This
village did not have the yellow
aura that hovers over Lima; it was
truly nighttime and, for the first
time since arriving in Peru, dark
ness illuminated the stars and the
Milky Way before my eyes, arch
ing overhead across the valley.
I did not recognize many of the
patterns that flickered above me,
and the unfaltering Polaris was
below the horizon. The Incans
revered the Southern Cross, a
constellation prominent
from
April through June, and called it
Chakana, a name with roots in the
indigenous language of Quechua.
Chakana is also the name of a
symbol highly idolized in Incan
times, often referred to as the Incan
Cross. The reverence for celestial
bodies and formations among the
ancient cultures of Peru was not
without reason.
The sun, moon and stars worked
as cyclic clocks for those ancient
people. Based on the locations of
the stars and using familiar grooves
and shapes in the mountainsides to
judge the exact position of the sun
rise, the*"agnculturally-based soci
ety could determine the different
seasons in order to begin planting
or harvesting. Less utile to me in
this modern age, the sky overhead

only served to remind me how
much there is still unknown and
left to be experienced in life. I said
goodnight to the stars and set my
alarm for 5 a.m. in order to wake
up and greet the sun.
At dawn I was hiking up a
path that switch-backed across
the western face of the nearest
mountain. With the altitude, my
breath quickly became heavy and
my heart pounded harder than
usual, but I was in no rush. Taking
slow steps allowed me to take in
my surroundings, listening to the
birds that were my company and
looking down at the village below,
still not yet awake.
Across a narrow valley were
Incan ruins on the hillside, where
they had built terraces for their

agriculture. It was a smart place to
put them because, as the morning
progressed, the plants on the east
ern slope of that hill would receive
plenty of sunlight. As the sun rose
higher into the sky, the mountains
around me were awoken out of
their shadowy slumber, and in the
town below I began to hear the
noises of farm animals and the
barking of dogs in the distance.
I finally made it as far up as I
could.
It was another old Incan site,
made out of similar stones as the
one across the valley, but this was
a storage house. I was climbing the
western slope of the mountain and
it would stay cool and in the shade
for much longer than anywhere
else in the valley. There were no
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The farmlands across a valley in the Andes.

refrigerators or coolers back then,
so the Incans built large buildings
on the side of a steep mountain,
both for protection and preserva
tion of their valuable foods. I sat
and listened as the town began to
wake up, and I descended.
The people I encountered on
the way back to the hotel were
some of the friendliest I've met.
Families inside of their homes
eating breakfast with the door
open, yelling out to me as I walk
by telling me good morning. Chil
dren running and elderly people
walking along the streets, but
everybody said hello. The village
was a true community. The narrow
cobblestone roads were not fit for
cars, so in the residential area ev
erybody walked and talked face
to face. I wandered those streets,
looking at the construction of the
adobe houses, and the walls pro
tecting small yards, whose only
security mechanisms were cacti
and broken glass bottles planted
into the dirt all along the top of
each family's wall. Family and
community were clearly veiy
important to these villagers, and I
meandered to the central plaza and
the nearest paved road.
We boarded a bus that after
noon, taking us to the Piscacucho
train station, a station that didn't
exist a month ago. It was built
because the tracks leading straight
from Ollataytambo had still not
been repaired from flood damage.
At approximately 6 p.m. Friday
evening, we were on our way to
Machu Picchu. I stared out the
window until the darkness hid the
shapes of the mountains, and then
I slept, waiting to arrive at our
next destination.

Washed Out has a clean future ahead
BRYCE CARR
STAFF WRITFR

Less than a year ago, Earnest
Greene was no more popular than
you might be, enjoying summer at
home with his parents in Macon,
GA. After four years of creating
music on his computer as a hobby,
Greene was able shift gears last
summer and focus on new mate
rial. He labeled this new produc
tion Washed Out and his music
began to flow around the internet.
With very little marketing force,
many accepted the music, and as
fall approached, Washed Out's
feel good songs allowed every
one to hold on to every last bit of
summer.
The solid mix sampled dancebased hooks, and compressed,
slow-delivery vocals allow for a
unique and aquatic feeling within
the music. It seems that Washed
Out is quickly leading the pack
of the "chillwave" genre as it
becomes more mainstream. This
new genre is one that seems to be
gaining steam and was recently
featured in The Wall Street Jour
nal.
Greene seems to be approach
ing music from something new
altogether. Its my impression that
he never intended to focus on
music as a commercial endeavor.
Even in conversation it seems
that this musical hobby was just
something that was fun for him.
As bloggers came across his
music on MySpace, they spread it
nationwide and demand was soon
presented for Greene to present a

proper release. It really does seem
like the music alone has war
ranted the success and popularity
that Washed Out has seen today.
Greene feels popularity might
come from the fact that the songs
are simple, yet portray a happygo-lucky summertime vibe.
The increase in popular
ity earned Washed Out a coveted
spot at the recent SXSW festival
in Austin, Texas. As a newly de
sired artist, Greene found himself
playing eight shows in less than

a week. The experience also held
other new "firsts" for Greene. He
found himself playing corporatesponsored events in front of his
biggest audiences yet while being
filmed by big-time production
equipment.
In turn with his Southern
charm, Greene seems humbled by
the experience and almost unsure
of what to expect next. Although
he hasn't even released a proper
full-length album, his popularity
grows. As Greene continues to

work on music for an upcoming
release, he'll take some time off
to tour with Beach House and
then head over to Europe to tour
with Small Black.
Deservedly, the future looks
bright for Washed Out and the
new music Greene produces will
undoubtedly be a success. Until
then, as the weather in San Diego
becomes warmer and summer
begins to tease, put on some
Washed Out and enjoy the good
life.
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Earnest Greene is certainly not washed out.
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Feeling cathartic at the Casbah with RJD2
LIZ CROSBY
STAFF WRITFR

If I had to choose one word
to describe RJD2 for all of those
readers that happen to suffer from
ADD (which might as well be
anyone in today's day and age) it
would be spellbinding.
The night began subtly as
most do at the Casbah. Individu
als gathered in the dimly lit cor
ridor suavely sucking on their
cigarettes, coolly
conversing
alongside each other and giving
the sky a quick glimpse while
exhaling. But as soon as RJD2
took the stage the aura about the
place rapidly changed from stand
offish into a room that seemed to
give off as much steam as Leo and
Kate in "Titanic" when they found
that little buggie to cuddle in. The
lights dimmed, with the excep
tion of those on the stage, and our
eardrums began to palpitate with
familiar rhythms.
I let myself become a slave to
the succulent sounds that RJD2
was brewing for us all.
He began his show mixing.
His mixing skills, clearly well
honed, seemed to transform the
crowd into a hurricane of sorts.
He'd beckon to us all so as to up
the intensity, as if he were Posei
don manipulating the ocean with
his hand. The manner in which
he transferred from mixing to
performing with live instruments
was absolutely stunning. The rest
of the band also exhibited a great
deal of raw talent as they took the
drums, keyboard, and bass guitar.
Seeing and hearing them play fa
miliar songs like, "Since We Last
Spoke" and "Ghostwriter," with
instruments enlivened them in a
way that I cannot possibly encap
sulate with words.
It's interesting to consider the
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RJD2 rocks tne Casbah.
phenomenon that we have come to
call a concert experience. It really
just consists of gathering around
an elevated platform in which mu
sicians recreate the music that they
had recorded earlier. All of the
senses are tried in terms of their
capacity to let in extremes. It's
like taking in the way someone
else's brain works and letting it
take over your own brain for a
while. I'm certain I'll be that old
grandma that's constantly replying
in an overt voice, "WHAT DID
YA SAY?!" But I'm also certain
that seeing concerts such as RJD2

will have made my future hearing
impediments worthwhile.
RJD2's lyrics, when closely
considered, definitely have a dark
side to them. They elicit an uncan
ny and eerie feeling much like the
enticing rhythms he so expertly
layered. The manner in which
he interwove intense moments
of explosive noise into his music
kept us all in continuous motion,
and we found ourselves imploding
inside with the drums.
When asked about RJD2,
another one of my concert com
panions, sophomore Katherine

Godfrey, replied "They bring me
to a beautiful awareness about all
the happiness around me."
It most definitely was a beauti
ful evening to witness such music
as created by Ramble John Krohn,
and to feel cathartic with the senti
ment that he was able to convey
through his various instruments
was an extremely potent one to
feel pulsating through me. At the
end of the night I was inspired to
introspectively delve into my own
mind so as to see if I might be able
to extrapolate something whatever
it may be.

Apple creates another gem
STAFF WRITFR

Soon to be an American legend,
le iPad, developed by Apple
icorporated, is revolutionary
nd has hundreds of consumed
onsumers positioned outside of
:ores around the nation. Johnny
.ppleseed would be proud. Prerders began to take place March
2, and Apple has been receiving
ositive feedback ever since.
On sale April 3, in the United
tates, the Wi-Fi edition of the
'ad is a tablet computer amid
ie "world in your hand" Smarthones, and the "every college
udent has one" laptop computrs. Having a larger and more
owerful functionality than the
'hone or iPod touch, the iPad's
ardware, software and features
re apparently giving people of
11 ages the feeling a small child
ets the sleepless night before
trip to Disneyland. That must
lake the Apple store the happiest
lace on earth.
The iPad has three different
;orage capacities and two models,
s feature include Safari, Mail,
hotos, Videos, iPod, iTunes, App
tore, Maps, Notes, Calendar,
Contacts, Spotlight Search, iWork
nade up of Keynote, Pages and
lumbers) and iBook. The iPad is
,pple's first device to utilize its
3ookstore service and comrade
3ooks eBook which is a reading

ASSISTANT
A&C EDITOR

There's always
next year

A new pad for Macs
MARISA DODGE

JUSTINE MARZ0NI

application.
Its esteemed aspects continue,
as the iPad has Wi-Fi capacity
that is quite considerable. It can
connect to both Assisted GPS and
HSDPA cellular networks. Not
only does it have a LED backlit
multi-touch display, but it varies
in gigabytes and flash memory,
offers Bluetooth and contains
a dock connector to sync with
wired accessories in addition to
our beloved iTunes.
Redesigned to take advantage
of its larger screen, the iPad has
a user interface and runs on a
modified version of a correspond
ing operating system like its
brother, the iPhone. That leaves
sister iPod touch in the dust, and
baby iPod Mini six feet under.
What will be next? iSpouse? This
mobile multi-functional device's
exceptionally precise multi-touch
screen is extremely responsive to
contact.
Get in touch with one at the
USD Bookstore, where the iPad
is available to be played with,
looked at and drooled over. At a
9.7 inch diagonal, weighing 1.5
pounds, the iPad is thin and light
but still largely talented. With
the similar lithium-polymer bat
tery technology as a MacBook,
the iPad is power efficient with a
battery life of 10 hours. Bye bye
Energizer Bunny. The iPad's bat
tery and clever components keep
going and going and going.
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If you notice this week that
many of your classes are a little
emptier than usual and there is a
certain buzz around campus, it is
probably because this weekend
is the Coachella Music Festival.
As most of the student body is
{napping out their itineraries of
the musical groups they plan on
seeing this weekend, I am be
coming more and more angry at
myself for not buying tickets.
I was initially set on going,
convinced that if I didn't go this
year as a senior in college, my
time was up and I would never
go. But when the time came to
purchase tickets I didn't have
the cash or commitment from
any of my friends to accompany
me. Now that I am scheduled to
work everyday this weekend and
have studied the set lists, I am
really feeling envious.
This year there are so many
great bands playing, many of
their set times overlap. This
makes it vital for those going
to weigh your options carefully
and make a game plan for the
weekend: When choosing who
you will be dancing to, factor
in variables such as how many
times you have already seen that
particualr performer and how
often they come to California (or
America). Coachella is great op
portunity to see bands that never
come to San Diego.
Although I am bummed I
won't be going this year, and
I would rather pout and be an
noyed at everyone who gets to
spend their weekend in unbear
able heat in the middle of no
where instead of complaining
(any more than I already have),
1 have decided to simply live vi
cariously through those who are
going and make my own imagi
nary plan of what I think are this
year's must see bands. Below
is a day by day breakdown of
what bands I would be rocking
out to this weekend if I were in
Coachella, Calif.
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Are you a poet?
PuMsfj ^our xoorR

in tTfje TKsta.
}£>fease suBmit
poetry to

2tCog6irr@u55vi5ta.com

Friday, April 16th
She & Him 5:45 p.m.
Passion Pit 7 p.m.
Grizzly Bear 8:05
Imogen Heap 9:20
Fever Ray 11:10
the Whitest Boy Alive 11:55
Saturday, April 17th
Girls 3:25 p.m.
Beach House 4:25 p.m.
Dirty Projectors 6:55 p.m.
Hot Chip 7:35 p.m.
Sunday, April 18th
Yo LaTengo 5 p.m.
Julian Casablancas 5:35 p.m.
Charlotte Gainsbourg 5:40 p.m.
Phoenix 7:10 p.m.
Pavement 7:45 p.m. p.m.
Thorn Yorke 9 p.m.
For those of you who are
going to this year's Coachella
Music Festival, I wish you well.
Hopefully my itinerary helps
you decide which bands you are
going to see. Be safe, have fun
and dance hard for me.
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Become a geek or simply be chic
VICTORIA FANTOZZI
STAFF WRITFR

Picture perfect
The longest days of the week
for me are Mondays and Wednes
days, with a full day of classes
from 12:20 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The
last three hours of these two tiring
days of the week thankfully fly by,
as they are spent in a photography
darkroom that contains a broken
clock.
There's something about
not being able to tell the time
that makes it disappear, an ironic
tidbit considering that all we do ip
a darkroom is count the minutes
each piece of photographic paper
is in a chemical solution. Never
theless, if my last three-hour class
of the day were anything but an art
class, my Mondays and Wednes
days would be nearly unbearable
(brain-wise).
I am in love with my photog
raphy class. Its focus is black and
white film photography, for which
I take pictures with my dad's
old 35mm camera. It's always a
welcome surprise to look at my
negatives minutes before class,
and see that they all respectively
contain an image worth magnify
ing. When using a camera as old
as mine, it's always a "fingers
crossed" moment to unroll that
twisted circle of developed film
and peek with one eye at the clearish mystery pictures.
Once I get into my class
room, cut my negatives into rows
of five and put them in my floppy
negative sleeve, the fun begins.
Creating a contact sheet is some
times more exciting than creating
a print of a lone image. There's
something about seeing rows
of tiny, crystal clear black and
white images appear one by one
before your eyes when the paper
onto which they were flashed is
placed in a developing solution
that makes you feel old and wise.
Even though I'm a mere 21 years
old, doing photography the "oldfashioned way" is exhilarating and
calming, two traits that can make
time pass in an unnatural way.
Lately, with two jobs, four
classes, The Vista and USD Radio,
as well as basic responsibilities
like eating, talking and sleeping,
my days can become quite over
whelming. Taking a class like
my photography class is what I
consider a therapeutic, meditative
three hours to myself. It aids me
in honing my time management
skills, as creating a print requires
specific amounts of sitting-time
per each solution in which the
print is placed. Two minutes to
develop the image, 30 seconds to
stop the developer, four minutes
in the fixer to make the image
a permanent part of the photo
graphic paper and 10 minutes in
the wash to remove all chemical
residue and ensure a long life for
my precious print.
The above process takes
practice and patience, two key
words when you think about what
it takes to live your life to its full
est. Creating a print is, dare I say
very, much like nurturing a life.
You want it to be as beautiful, per
fect and free of flaws as possible,
as well as thought provoking,
interesting and original. Though it
may be a little stressful and head
ache-inducing, it's always nice to
take my print out into the light for
the first time and see what I have
made, and feel good about it.

When you think "chic," more
than likely images of strappy sti
lettos, bright red lipstick or little
black dresses come to mind. Basi
cally, clothing, beauty and acces
sories embody what it means to
be chic and stylish in this day and
age. But as always in the fashion
industry, things are being pushed
one step further. This year design
ers are tackling technology, and
we are being taken from "geek" to
"chic."
When MacBooks hit the stores a
few years ago, people everywhere
clamored to trade in their sketchy
PCs for the sleek, new design. Fast
forward a few years later and the
Apple computers are all the rage
again, but for a different reason
than a faster hard drive and virusfree Internet.
British designer Mulberry has
teamed up with Apple to create a
line of stylish sleeves to carry the
laptops in. The sleeves are identical
to the iconic Mulberry Bayswater
bag, and come in a range of colors
and patterns from blue to white and
even pink leopard print. The basic
sleeve comes in Buffalo leather
for the 13-inch MacBook at $550.
Trade in your basic Target sleeve.
These bags mix fashion and tech
nology so you're never left feeling

bland when carrying that computer
through campus or airport security.
The best part is, if you don't need
your computer for the night, it can
double as an oversized clutch.
Computers aren't the only item
getting a makeover. First it was
the Nokia. Somewhere down the
line, the LG Chocolate became all
the rage. Today, it's all about the
Blackberry and iPhone. But before
you congratulate yourself on
having the latest "it" phone, take a
second look, because high fashion
is entering the world of cellular
devices, and the result is anything
but ordinary.
Christian Dior teamed up with
Swiss-jeweler Swarovski to come
out with a line of cell phones, em
bodying the definition of cutting
edge cellular fashion. The phone is
filtra slim and sleek, with a black
sapphire crystal pattern identical
to the Lady Dior handbag. The
hinges and browser are both set
with 640 diamonds. The keyboard
is ultra flat and electroluminescent.
In addition, the phone itself is hand
brushed in stainless steel. If that
wasn't enough, it comes engraved
with a Dior logo.
Aside from appearance, the
phone boasts a touch screen,
camera and a miniature phone.
The mini phone is about the size of
a USB flash drive jtnd is meant to
clip on to handbags. The concept

was so that women won't have to
rummage through purses to find
the phone. The bigger phone can
be used for main functions.
But before you run out to the
store to trade in your iPhone, con
sider the price. The Dior phone
will cost you a whopping $26,000,

making the iPhone seem dirt cheap
in comparison.
Whether you find it frivolous or
fashionable, another line has been
crossed as high fashion enters the
world of technology. Whether you
want to stay "geek" or upgrade to
"chic" is up to you.

SUPERFUTURE.COM
A phone that is the same price as the average car.

A comedy so stupid that it's actually funny
MARTHA GRABAREK
STAFF WRITER

After much anticipation, "Hot
Tub Time Machine" was a box
office hit. Making it -to the third
seat in the box office, the film
made 4.7 million dollars in its
opening weekend.
In an interview at the MGM
Press Junket, Crispin Glover said,
"[The movie has] the possibility
of doing well, the characters are
likeable. It seems satisfying."
Glover seems to be correct
in his prediction. Critics have
claimed the movie is so "stupid"
it's hilarious. On top of its decent
reviews, the buzz for this film has
even been circling through the
USD campus.
"It's funny as hell. It's the new
'Hangover,'" USD junior Danny
Papillion said.
The screenplay follows a
group of best friends as they
travel back in time to improve
their unsuccessful lives. As the
title states, they enter the future

through a time machine in the
form of a hot tub. As the direc
tor, Steve Pink explains the title,
he agrees that it is a little outra
geous. "We are aware [the film
title] was ridiculous, [and] the
characters were aware it was
ridiculous... I mean it is embar
rassing," he said.
Besides the "ridiculous" title,
Pink said he enjoyed being a part
of this film and that he "always
tries to strike the tone [as] very

real and very absurd." This film
fit right into his category. Pink
said that he always "tries to ex
ecute a very coherent tone where
the guys [are] very real, and the
world around them [is] really
absurd, and most of the time it
[is] really funny".
With the down-to-earth cast
and the already absurd script,
Pink's only challenge was to
make the movie comical. "Some
days you do better than other

SPACESQUARE.COM
The foursome of "Hot Tub Time Machine."

days," he said, "but that's why I
like directing - cause it's a big fat
challenge."
The director said it was
always pleasing to be on set. He
tried to make everybody happy
and leave the negativity outside
the frosted
cabin doors. The
energy and laughter was part of
the motivation that kept their
long 15-hour days going.
Along with setting a cheerful
mood, Pink also tried to incor
porate many of the actors' ideas.
"I tend to want to support those
ideas. Anytime something makes
something better, if I can afford
it, I'll do it," he said.
At the press junket, many of
the actors expressed their hopes
of success for "Hot Tub Time
Machine." They refused to con
firm rumors of its intended hit,
but kept their fingers
crossed
under the table. With just a few
weeks left in theaters, hopefully
the film's ending numbers will
satisfy the cast and all their hard
work.

Band to hop on before they become the wagon
All the
BRYCE CARR
STAFF WRITFR

All the Day Holiday could
quite possibly be one of the best
bands that you've never heard of.
The group, whose music takes on
a bit of an indie/alternative sound
has built up steam over time and is
on the verge of breaking through
to a wider audience. Whether it
is because of the praise they've
received or their unique blend of
music, All the Day Holiday could
very well become a mainstream
name.
The reason for this is actu

Holiday
Day has a successful future ahead
ally very simple - they work to do
things in a very different manner.
The music itself is best de
scribed as experimental mix of
mainstream sounds like Muse,
MUTEMATH and Death Cab for
Cutie, with a more obscure taste
of groups like Mew, Explosions
in the Sky and the Appleseed
Cast. This sound places them in
between two sects of listeners,
either pulling from both or alien
ating some. It's a risky position
but the band members do this
based on their passion.
Simply put, it is passion that
drives the band. At their recent set

as part of the Hoodwink show at
Bamboozle California, the band
picked a cover set of Beach Boys
songs, something that's not easy
to pull off. The overall result
proved to be amazing, with the
Ohio band pulling off a true Cali
fornia vibe, complete with lead
vocalist Daniel Simmons pull
ing off an interpretation of Brian
Wilson. The Beach Boys experi
ence is something that Simmons
says has improved the band's
musicianship.
The band's popularity has
quickly grown in recent years.
They've been signed to Line Star

Records, home of the Bamboozle
name, they've been picked up by
industry leader High Road Tour
ing and, to top it all off, Metallica's law firm hand picked the
group, knowing about the success
they'll eventually receive.
As I spent the weekend with
the band during the Bamboozle
festival, I realized that just like
their music the band members
are unique. They're in it for the
music and they love what they do.
Overall, All the Day Holiday is a
great band with a lot of potential.
They're a name that you'll most
likely see more of in the future.
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Earth Week 2010
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

o/SanDiego

APRIL 16-23,2010
THURSDAY, 4/22

FRIDAY, 4/16

Alternative Transportation Day:
Bike to School/Work

Knowledge Transfer Panel
10 a.m., KIPJ Theatre

Interested in a "green"
job? Maybe a career in
sustainability?
Join us for a panel discussion
with current parents and
USD alumni as they field
your questions. Hosted by
the Office of Parent Relations
and the Student Alumni
Association.
SUNDAY, 4/18

*

Earth Fair 2010

Morning

Bike to school/work today.
T.R.E.E. is sponsoring a morning
bike ride from Mission Beach
to campus with breakfast
to follow. AS is sponsoring
tram service to/from Mission
Beach all day. See tram flyers
for details.

*

THURSDAY, 4/22

Waste Awareness and
E-Recycling

*

10 a.m.- 5 p.m., Balboa Park

The university is a sponsor of
the event, and will have a booth
featuring Marine Biology's handson touch tank and information on
what USD is doing to be sustainable.
Trams will run between USD and the Earth
Fair on the hour from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Meet
in front of the University Center.
SUNDAY, 4/18

Live Earth 6K Run/Walk for Water
10 a.m., De Anza Cove, Mission Bay

How far do you walk to get a clean glass
of water? Support access to clean drinking
water around the world. For a $5 donation,
you can register and take part in the run/
walk. Free tram rides from campus to De
Anza Cove leave at 9 a.m. and return at
11:30 a.m. and noon.
SUNDAY, 4/18

Mass

8 a.m. - 3 p.m., in front of the UC

* *

TUESDAY, 4/20

Sustainable Living Expo and
Internship Alley

*
Have you been holding on to
<§/©> * * your old computers, laptops and
other unwanted electronics not
fQ)f®
knowing how to dispose of them
properly? Bring them down to the large
truck parked in front of the UC for e-waste
recycling. Waste Management will also
be on site to talk about and perform a
waste audit, aiong with a dumpster dive
beginning at 11:30 a.m.!

11 a.m. - 2 p.m., in front of UC and SLP

More than 25 vendors and organizations
will be on campus to provide information
on how to live sustainably - at work
and at home - and how to lessen your
environmental impact. Drop by the bike
repair station. Get your raffle tickets for a
new electric bike ($1,200 value) donated
by Green Cruiser Inc. The raffle is at
1 p.m. and you must be present to win.
Internship opportunities available for both
on- and off-campus.

7 p.m. and 9 p.m.. Founders Chapel

Student liturgies will highlight the care of
God's creation as one of the core principles
of Catholic Social Thought, drawing
the connection between sustainability
initiatives and USD's mission. All are
welcome.

Throughout Earth Week...
• Make a Conservation Commitment!
Pledge your commitment to sustainable
living by responding to the conservation
commitment sent out via e-mail to
win an Apple iPad just for making the
commitment.
MONDAY, 4/19

"Pedal Power" Movie
7 p.m., UC 129

Resident Faculty, Esteban Del Rio,
will host this movie about
transportation.Two lucky
movie-viewers will each
win a refurbished bicycle.
Don't miss out!

WEDNESDAY, 4/21

Farmers' Market and
Sustainable Food Expo
11 a.m. - 2 p.m., Plaza Menor

Bring your reusable bags and stock up on
fresh produce from local, organic growers
and vendors. Come try FREE SAMPLES
of local, organic and sustainable food
items from companies such as CLIF, Nana's
Cookies, Guayaki and more!
WEDNESDAY, 4/21

Sunset Dinner
5 - 7 p.m., behind MissionsCrossroads

Enjoy a free sunset dinner complete with
pasta, dessert, fresh fruits and vegetables
from USD's own sustainable garden
behind Missions Crossroads. Come learn
about gardening, fresh recipes, living sus
tainably and getting involved.

For more information, please visit:
www.sandiego.edu/explore or
www.sandiego.edu/gogreen

FREE AS Concert featuring E Reece
1 2 - 1 p.m., in front of the UC
FRIDAY, 4/23

Green Day in the Valley

W

4 - 7 p.m.,Missions Crossroads and
Valley Field

Come play, learn, and win activities geared
towards green living. There will be a rock
climbing wall, free yoga lessons, free mas
sages, live music, green activities, free food
and drinks, and raffle drawings every V2
hour! Also, come do arts and crafts using
cardboard, water bottles, old clothes and
materials to create something new and
fantastic. Students will get raffle tickets for
participating in activities and for bringing
items to donate or recycle. Prizes include
gift cards, massages and other goodies.
FRIDAY, 4/23

"Tapped" Movie Screening
8 p.m., in front of the SLP

Come join other students for a screening
of the movie "Tapped," which examines the
business of bottled water. Free reusable
water bottles for the first students who
show up! Sponsored by Pure Water
Technologies and Associated Students.

Throughout Earth Week...
• "Who's the greenest?" resident video
contest. Are you sustainable in the
residence halls? Show us what you do
to make our halls "green" in a 3-5 minute
YouTube video. The winning video will
be screened throughout Earth Week.
Prizes: a $300 gift card, a skateboard and
an eco-friendly camera!
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Second
Season

Senioritis
I really wanted this to be
the best column I have writ
ten all semester. I wanted this
column to tickle the nerves of
some, make others chuckle and
even have a few people write me
some crude emails because they
can't stand me. However, it was
a struggle just to get down those
routine 44 words you read.
The whole day, my mind
was saturated with ideas for
this column. Should I write
about how baseball has become
even more slow-paced? Should
1 write about how vital it is to
have a big front court to succeed
in the small man's WCC confer
ence? Should I be like every
other columnist and cop out with
an article about Tiger? Maybe I
should just write something to
do with the 1990s, the NBA on
NBC and that odd chemistry
that existed between Hannah
Storm and Peter Vecsey?
1 tried to rally my emotions
and get wound up about one of
these ever so interesting topics
my daydreaming mind thought
were amazing. Yet, I had no mo
tivation to actually sit down and
write a column.
Then I had an epiphany,
just as Britney Spears did when
she decided to shave her head. I
shoulc^write my column about
the trials and tribulations 1 have
had finding the inspiration to
pen these 500 poetic words.
500 hundred words of
wisdom for the 17 readers who
eagerly anticipate every Thurs
day morning, just so they can
race to a newsstand on campus
and turn to page 16 of The Vista
to see what 1 have to say.
However, the real problem
just arose: how do I relate this to
sports? As a sports fan, I would
always get angry at a player who
just gave up, like Randy Moss
in 2006 during his stint with my
Raiders or Vince Carter in his
last 20 games as a Raptor where
he completely gave up and av
eraged 15 points per game, but
then somehow was able to drop
27 a night for the Nets after he
was traded.
Those were the types of
players that made me feel even
more frustrated than trying to
find a parking spot at USD in
the morning, only to lose out
to that person who annoyingly
lurks in their car right by the
stairwell to catch someone just
as they are leaving.
But today, I sympathize
with the Moss's and Carter's
of the athletic world, today I
understand their loss of motiva
tion.
As my senior year is dwin
dling down and 1 have already
made my graduate school
plans for next fall, I am having
trouble staying focused. 1 have
trouble staying engaged in class
and it seems I am having trouble
trying to write a column.
When the season is almost
over and you know you are get
ting traded or leaving via free
agency, it's not easy to go out
there to put up 27 a game. I'll
settle for 15.

COURTESY TREVOR FULLER

Trevor Fuller displays the athleticism he will bring to USD as he throws down in traffic in high school.

Grier brings aboard five new recruits
JOEY SHOEN
STAFF WRITFR
Two years ago, Torero bas
ketball fans were still reeling from
the amazing ride Brandon John
son, Gyno Pomare and company
took them on through the craziest
March this campus has ever seen.
The next season saw all play
ers from this team coming back.
Expectations were high, and Bill
Grier had effectively turned USD
into Gonzaga South.
Fast-forward to 2010 and the
environment around the basket
ball program is much different.
Devastated by transfers, injuries
and a glaring lack of athleticism,
the Toreros have struggled might
ily over the past two seasons.
Grier's critics in the stands
and the media point to the fact that
his early success came as result of
Brad Holland's recruits.
However, with an incoming
recruiting class that is ranked as
the best in the WCC, Grier has a
chance to put those concerns to
rest. The incoming class of Simi
Fajemisin, Trevor Fuller, Dennis
Kramer, Ben Vozzola and junior
college transfer Darian Norris next
season could very well determine
how long Grier is at the reigns for
this program.

Fajemisin is a 6'9", 260 lbs
center from Washington who
chose USD over Pacific, Gonzaga
and St. Mary's. He will be looked
upon to provide the Toreros with
some serious bulk on the interior.
"Simi is a big-bodied low-post
player. He will give us a true backto-the-basket scorer," Grier said.
Fuller is a 6'8", 215 lbs for
ward from Dallas who averaged
16 points, nine rebounds and four
blocks. Along with Fajemisin, he
will be counted on to contribute
right away on the block.
"Trevor Fuller gives us a
much needed athletic presence
on the interior with his ability to
defend, block shots and rebound,"
Grier said.
Kramer is a 6'10", 220 lbs
local product out of La Costa
Canyon High School. ESPN had
him rated as the 41st best power
forward in the country when he
signed with the Toreros.
"Big and skilled would be
the best description for Dennis.
He has the ability to shoot the ball
from three but also has good foot
work and scoring instincts in the
post," Grier said.
Vozzola is a 6'5", 175 lbs
shooting guard out of Centennial
High School in Las Vegas. The
Matt Dorr look-alike will attempt

to contribute outside shooting and
playmaking to next year's squad.
"Ben is a high-level recruit
for our program. He is a fearless
competitor and is extremely pas
sionate about the game," Grier
said.
Norris is a 5'10", 180 lbs
junior point guard who also hails
from Las Vegas. The JUCO trans
fer from Salt Lake City Communi
ty College will more than likely be
the most important newcomer next
season. He will be called upon to
fill the void left by the departures
of De'Jon Jackson and Johnson.
Freshmen Patrick McCollum
and Cameron Miles each got sig
nificant time at the point position
last year, but Norris will head into
fall practice as the frontrunner for
the starting spot.
"I really want to play point
guard at the Division 1 level,"
Norris said. "The thing I like is
having the responsibility that
comes with the position."
It is hard to go anywhere but
up following an 11-21 season,
but these five new players have
the potential to make the Toreros
a serious contender within the
next two years. With a few lucky
breaks, Torero players and fans
could be partying like it is March
2008 very soon.

Some call it the Second
Season. 1 call it heaven.
The NBA playoffs are set to
begin this Saturday and I couldn't
be more excited. NBA die-hards
and the casual fan alike have
been waiting with bated breath in
anticipation for the two months
of intrigue and exhilaration that
will soon ensue.
The playoffs really are a
second season; a time when the
biggest stars are on display on a"
nightly basis. With LeBron James,
Kobe Bryant, Carmelo Anthony
and a gaggle of other basketball
gods vying for the same, singular
goal, only the best possible com
petition will result. Poor defense
and little effort need not apply.
The regular season serves
only as a prelude to the main
course. Indivdual statistics, the
next contract and possibly home
court advantage are really the
only reasons to play hard during
the regular season. However,
the playoffs offer the chance for
immortality. A championship so
lidifies a players' career. The best
players in the world can go their
enitre career without ever tasting
that celebratory championship
champagne. It is the magnetism
of an NBA championship that
keeps them coming back long
after their bodies have urged
them to retire.
Because only 16 wins sepa
rate NBA royalty from forget
table campaigns for the other
29 franchises, the play of the
most athletic men on the planet
is heightened to mind-boggling
status. Epic battles and individual
heroics are the norm come late
spring as each game becomes
more important. The players feel
the pressure of the ever-illusive
championship, and their urgency
is expressed poetically on the
hardwood each night.
This year's playoffs could
be one of the most captivating in
recent memory. With many of the
top contenders faltering down the
stretch, lower seeds have a unique
opportunity to capitalize on the
poor play. While perennial con
tenders like the Lakers, Nuggets
and Celtics have waned under the
pressures of an 82 game sched
ule, historic bottom feeders like
the Bobcats and Thunder have
emerged as sexy upset picks.
While the chance of winning
four straight series on the road is
highly unlikely, it is the unknown
that creates the excitement of
the playoffs. America loves the
underdog and this year should
provide the viewing public with
plenty of underdog drama.
As April drifts into May and
slowly melts into June, a cham
pion will eventually be ushered
into the NBA elite. The kings of
the court will be crowned, prov
ing to all that they are truly world
champions. While the conclusion
of the playoffs is an alluring end
goal, the journey is often just as
sweet. The underlying plotlines
and in-game strategies are mag
nified and become the real reason
to watch. I, for one, cannot wait
to see the magic unfold.

SPORTS

THE VISTA* THURSDAY, APRIL 15,2010 • 15

Special report: Race, campus and the student athlete
ALBERT SAMAHA
STAFF WRITFR

Discussions of racial dis
crimination on college campuses
are inextricably linked to athletics.
According to social scientist Rich
ard E. Lapchick, "Although less
than six percent of all students at
Division I-A institutions are black,
60 percent of the men's basketball
players, 37 percent of the women's
basketball players and 42 percent
of the football players at those
schools are black." Similarly,
even though two percent of USD
students are black, 37 percent of
the men's basketball players, 31
percent of the women's basketball
players and 20 percent of football
players are black. Hence, a sub
stantial portion of black students
at USD, as it is on many college
campuses across the nation, are
athletes. Yet, it is important that the
discourse incorporates the plight of
all black students on campus, ath
lete and non-athlete.
While the Trumaine Johnson
lawsuit triggered the discussions
of racial profiling at USD, the dis
course should extend beyond the
bounds of the case. Whether or not
the court finds that the university
cultivates an atmosphere of racial
discrimination, deliberation and
awareness of racial profiling must
not dissolve with the final-striking
of the gavel.

In their eye-opening book
"Dorm Room Dealers: Drugs and
the Privileges of Race and Class,"
sociologists Dr. A. Rafik Mohamed
and Dr. Erik Fritsvold depict and
analyze the largely ignored net
work of drug dealing on college
campuses.
Despite haphazard

techniques and overt law-breaking,
the affluent college dealers in
Mohamed's and Fritsvold's study
waltz straight through legal barriers
with little to no resistance from law
enforcement. The sociologists cite
the concept of "symbolic capital"
as one major reason for this blind
eye of the law.
Symbolic capital, as defined
by sociologist Pierre Bordieu, is the
degree of societal prestige an indi
vidual accumulates. It is essentially
a person's perceived value in soci
ety. The power of symbolic capital
on college campuses is vividly illu
minated in "Dorm Room Dealers",
however this power is not exclusive
to drug dealing networks. Symbolic
capital, in fact, posits an interesting
and dynamic perspective on racial
profiling, as it goes beyond simple
explanations of blatant racism
and ethnic generalizations. It il
luminates potential conscious and
subconscious motives behind the
truculent practice.

"While 1 can't speak to campus
police specifically, I can say that
the evidence about racial profil
ing has been a cause for concern
for decades in criminology," said
Fritsvold, who began the "Dorm
Room Dealers" study as a graduate
student at UC Irvine and is now a
sociology professor at USD.
He went on to explain, "When
1 teach about issues of racial pro
filing in traffic stops, African
American students or African
American employees or African
American professors all self-report
that they've been pulled over by
San Diego Police on Linda Vista
Road at a rate that is between two
and five times their non-person-ofcolor counterparts."

Yet while the disturbing reali
ties of racial profiling are tragically
expected, they often seem reserved
for the distant and unforgiving real
world outside the protective walls
of Alcala Park. The realities of
racial profiling acquire heightened
poignancy when they permeate the
seemingly innocent campus.
Two
African
American
students-athletes who spoke on
the condition of anonymity, given
the delicacy of the discussion, de
scribed several incidents of clear
racial profiling on campus. For
instance, they have experienced
random ID checks by Public Safety
to ensure they were USD students
and have also experienced accusa
tions of theft by employees at an
on-campus eatery.
More powerful than the stories
of racial profiling, though, was the
sentiment candidly shared by the
two students regarding their per
ception of the atmosphere at USD.
While it is important to address
and investigate the veracity of the
alleged incidents, more essential is
a deeper understanding of the USD
experience for African American,
and other minority, students
"I feel like some students
aren't really used to seeing people
of my type. Even the teachers. They
might automatically assume when
you walk into class the first day
that you're going to be a trouble
maker," one of the students said. "If
I didn't play [my sport] I couldn't
go to school here. I would have to
transfer."
"I don't really feel welcome
around here," added the other stu
dent. "A lot of stuff goes on but it's
kind of expected now. In the end
we're just trying to get our educa
tion."

In "Dorm Room Dealers,"
Mohamed and Fritsvold describe
the impact of symbolic capital at
the unnamed university, which
served as the hub of their study,
"Beyond direct tuition stimulus, the
university was also reliant on their
students' social status for its 'brand'
reputation...Accordingly the deal
ers in the network had amassed
enough symbolic capital to grant
them a certain degree of legal im
munity."
The study illustrates how racial
profiling may not simply be a case
of targeting certain ethnic groups,
but rather of ignoring or absolving
other ethnic groups. Thus, it may
not be that African Americans are
specifically targeted, but that they
are singularly targeted.
Of course, that is not to say that
stereotyping plays a limited role.
On to the contrary, according to
Mohamed and Fritsvold, stereotyp
ing often determines the perception
of an individual's symbolic capital.
Instead, the study shows that racial
profiling is not simply applied
racism, that those accused of racial
profiling are not necessarily racist.
Racial profiling, then, can be rep
resentative of a flawed institutional
structure, rather than the malicious
intentions of rogue individuals.

A common problem in the
discourse of the Trumaine Johnson
lawsuit is the tendency for finality;
the assumption that there is a right
and a wrong, a single truth and a
single lie, a protagonist and an an
tagonist. Dynamism is often lost.
Given the class-action nature
of the lawsuit, it is especially im
portant to recognize that the USD
experience is not necessarily the
same for all African American stu

dents, just as the USD experience
is not the same for all Caucasian
students.
Another African American
student interviewed for this piece
had a drastically different perspec
tive than that of the two students
previously mentioned.
"I have no complaints," the
student said. "It's interesting be
cause you can definitely sense the
lack of diversity [at USD]. I grew
up in a black neighborhood and
now I come here and I'm the only
black guy in my hall, I'm the only
black guy in all my classes. But I
haven't experienced any incidents
[of racial profiling]."
He further noted, "What hap
pened to Trumaine may have been
because he was black, it may not
have been. I have no idea. But to
make the statement that what hap
pened to him is going to happen to
[all black students at USD] is just
too big of a generalization."

The concept of symbolic capi
tal certainly does not apply to the
Johnson incidents. As a visible ath
lete on the school's most popular
sports team, Johnson carried sig
nificant symbolic capital. Symbolic
capital does, however, present one
possible perspective to the allega
tions of institutional discrimination.
It serves as the seed that eventually
manifests as racial profiling.
Fritsvold encourages a differ
ent image. "All academic institu
tions benefit quite tangibly from a
diverse student body," he said, "We
have a responsibility, not to offer
a diverse classroom, but to offer
a classroom representative of the
country in which we live. And I
don't think that's diversity, 1 think
that's historical accuracy."
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Toreros turn to WCC play for another swing at Omaha
CHRIS HANNEKE
STAFF WRITFR

Last Tuesday marked the end of a very
difficult non-conference schedule for the
Toreros. The team entered the season as a
favorite to contend for a spot in the NCAA
Tournament in Omaha. They were such
favorites, in fact, that they were ranked as
high as 14th in the country, according to one
preseason poll.
But as is the case with most things in
life, not all has gone according to plan for
the Toreros baseball team.
"I feel like we definitely could have
played better, but we did have some really
solid wins against some of the better teams
in the country, which is important. We're
just taking it one game at a times," senior
pitcher Matt Hauser said of the slow start.
As far as good teams go, USD entered
a two-game series with the absolute best in
college baseball, the No. 1 Arizona State
Sun Devils. While sporting a disappointing
14-12 record, the Toreros came in to the
series hoping to steal a victory and build
their confidence heading in to conference
play.
But the team was unable to overcome
the talented Sun Devils. They dropped the
first game in embarrassing fashion by the
score of 15-0, and squandered a five ran
lead in the second game, ultimately falling
by a score of 11-6.
To make matters even worse, the game
snapped Mike Ferraro's seven-game hitting
streak that had brought so much life into the
Toreros clubhouse.
The loss also brought an end to the
rough non-conference schedule. Though not
much went the way the Toreros would have
hoped, they still came out of it with a .500
record (14-14). While that alone would not
be enough to get the team to Omaha, with
a full schedule of WCC opponents left to
play, the Toreros still have the opportunity.
"I expect us to take it one game at a
time and give it 100 percent every game
and whatever happens, happens. That's all
I can ask of myself and my teammates,"
Hauser said of his expectations for confer
ence play.
Friday marked the beginning of this
second chance when WCC foe Loyola
Marymount came to town for a three game

weekend series. The Lions entered the series
sporting a 15-12 record.
USD came to the stadium ready to
announce to every other team in the WCC
that they were still the team to beat in the
conference. In the first game, Zack Kometani led an offensive outburst by going
4-4 with three RBI and three runs scored,
highlighted by towering 410-foot home ran.
The Toreros matched their season high in
runs scored in one game as they routed the
Lions 15-2.
Game two featured yet another gem by
sophomore Sammy Solis, who continues to
be the staple of consistency on the Toreros
pitching staff. The lefty tossed 7.2 master
ful innings, allowing just one ran. Hauser
recorded the final four outs as the Toreros
cruised to a 6-1 victory.
The win improved Solis' record on
the season to a team-best 5-1, which has
teammates raving about his dominating
start. "He has been unreal for us this year,"
Hauser said. "He is definitely one of the
best pitchers in college baseball and he has
really started to show it his past couple of
starts."
The Toreros looked to complete the
sweep on Sunday. With the score tied 2-2,
Hauser came on and continued to prove
himself as the most effective pitcher out of
the Toreros' bullpen this season. He threw
just one pitch to record the final out in the
top of the ninth, setting up the Toreros for a
chance at a walk off win.
With the bases loaded and two outs in
the bottom of the ninth, senior Chris Engel
stepped up to the plate with a golden op
portunity to play the hero. He took one the
opposite way and singled to right field,
completing the sweep of the Lions with a
3-2 victory.
"I feel really good after [this] series. We
showed that we can perform to a very high
level in every aspect of the game," Hauser
said of the sweep of the Lions, and improv
ing his record to 3-1 on the season,
The game put the Toreros' record at
17-14 on the season; but more importantly
it put their conference record at 3-0.
In order to advance to Omaha, the Tore
ros will need to continue to dorrfinate other
conference foes the way they did against
LMU, and Hauser likes their chances
"There is no other team I'd rather be

TOM ROTH/THE VISTA
Sophomore Zack Kometani rounds the bases on his way to a big game where he
went 4-4. The Toreros swept the weekend series over the LMU Lions to open WCC
a part of, and I love our chances against
anyone in the country," Hauser said. "If we
play to the best of our abilities we will be
fine for the rest of the year."
The Toreros open up another important

Tennis splits on road swing
TYLER WILSON

STAFF WRITER

The USD men's tennis team faced an
other difficult week en route to the WCC
tournament that is only two weeks away.
Trying to gain some momentum for the
conference tournament, the Toreros came
up just short in a thriller against San Diego
State in the annual city championship last
Wednesday. But even though the Toreros
valiant comeback was overcome with
defeat, head coach Brett Masi was pleased
with his team's effort.
"It was great to see our Nils and Ab
dullah fight back from where they were at,"
Coach Masi said.
Junior Abdullah Hashem tied the over
all score at three by winning his match after
falling 4-6 in the first set.
Junior Nils Schive had the chance to
put the Aztecs away in the final match of
the day. Tied at three, the match between
Schive and the Aztecs' Luis Rattenhuber
was as dramatic as any this season. The
match came down to a third-set tie breaker,
where Schive had the lead 6-5 in this set
after being down 4-1. Just one point away
from victory, Schive gave up a break point
to Rattenhuber, who eventually outlasted
Schive.
"It was just unfortunate that Nils
couldn't finish that out," Masi said. "It
would have been big for his confidence. We
just need to do a better job of not putting
ourselves in a hole and having to dig out all
the time," Masi said after the defeat at the
hands of the Aztecs.
The Toreros would dig themselves in
an even deeper hole against a quality op
ponent. The team traveled to play the 28th

ranked Fresno State Bulldogs this past
Sunday. USD was not able to become the
first team this season to beat the Bulldogs
at their home stadium, as the Bulldogs have
posted a perfect 9-0 record in Fresno this
season.
The Bulldogs set the pace early, taking
both doubles points for an early 2-0 cushion
heading to singles play. But the good news
for the Toreros was that junior Dean Jackson
and sophomore Nikola Bubonic won both
of their singles matches.They improved to
a combined 26-4 on the season. These are
the only two points the Toreros garnered the
entire match. The bad news is that senior
Charl Wolmarans injured himself against
the Bulldogs.
"We just need to get healthy between
now and the WCC tournament," Masi said.
"We have been banged up all season and
now we are down a man with Charl out.
Hopefully he gets back for the WCC tour
nament so we can make a run at Pepperdine
and a conference title."
The 5-2 loss to Fresno State was not
what the Toreros needed to gain confidence
for the conference tournament. Coach Masi
still seems to think health and determination
can lead to success.
"The Fresno loss was tough, but like
I said we are short a man," Masi said.
"The guys just need to keep fighting and
get healthy so we can be ready for confer
ence."
The Toreros kept fighting
this past
Monday against the Sacramento State
Hornets, winning by a score of 4-2 for the
first time in two matches. Jackson, Bubnic,
Schive and Hashem were all victorious in
the win for the Toreros. The team travels to
UCLA next Tuesday for their season finale.

three-game series against conference rival
the Santa Clara Broncos on Friday at 3 p.m.
at Cunningham Stadium. The Toreros will
look to extend their undefeated conference
play.
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